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A splendid top floor, three 
bedroom flat which benefits 
from tremendous light and 
south-facing views over the 
communal gardens. 


1,346 sq ft (125 sq m) 

Entrance hall I Drawing room/dining room 
Kitchen I Master bedroom with en suite 
bathroom I Two further bedrooms I 
Bathroom I Cloakroom I Access to 
communal gardens I EPC rating D 

Chelsea SW10 - 020 7373 1010 

chelseaSWI 0@struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 


CHRISTIE’S 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


A member of (•)nThe/V\arket com 














STRUTT -PARKER 


Lennox Gardens, Knightsbridge SW1 


£5,950,000 Leasehold 




1,755 sq ft (163 sq m) 

Reception room I Kitchen/breakfast room 
Master bedroom with en suite bathroom 
Second bedroom with en suite bathroom 
Third bedroom/study I Cloakroom/shower 
room I Direct lift access I Caretaker 


A lateral penthouse apartment 
with direct lift access and 
excellent views of both the 
communal gardens and the 
Brompton Oratory. 


Knightsbridge 020 7235 9959 

knightsbridge@struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


nTheMarket 


A member of 
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SOFAS OF DISTINCTION 



To experience furniture at its finest visit us in store 
279c Kings Road, London, SW3 5EW 


www.delcor.co.uk 
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and attention to detail 
for over 30years. 
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ELANOR TRAVERS (HAIR) AND ERIN FULLER (MAKE UP), GINA CONWAY 

priv£; ginaconwayprive.com. photo by tom dunkley 
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Letter from the 

EDITOR 


Y ou’ve heard of The Two Ronnies right? Well this issue, we 
have the two Richards - a pair of actors with a combined 
back catalogue so British it could fill a pork pie. On the one 
hand, we have Richard E. Grant, on the other Richard 
Wilson; these are the two most polite men in show business, and we 
were lucky enough to interview them both. 

What do they have in common? Well, in 1989, they joined forces 
for the spectacular B-movie-style farce How to Get Ahead in 
Advertising , a film about an ad exec tormented by a carbuncle on his 
shoulder that has morphed into a talking human head. But, cult movie 
boils aside, one thing the two Richards share is that they are both 
radically different from the characters that made them famous. 

Unlike the lighter fluid-gulping Withnail [whose second name we 
never learn] Grant is notably modest, a known teetotal, a family-man 
who seems utterly content with his lot. And Wilson, a charming 
79-year-old who seems to be directing a new play every other week, 
could not be further removed from One Foot in the Grave's Victor 
Meldrew. And he’s far from haunted by his catchphrase days, on page 
18; Wilson tells us about his surreal experience of ressurecting 
Meldrew for a recent stage fundraiser. This December, Wilson returns 
to Chelsea for the Kids for Kids Christmas Carol Concert, a cause he’s supported for many years. 
Meanwhile Mr E. Grant will be getting into a marmalade mindset to narrate Paddington Bear’s 
Christmas Concert at Cadogan Hall. On page 16, he shares stories of his early London days in a 
Notting Hill bedsit, and reveals his favourite Withnail & I quote. 

I hope you enjoy this issue. 



Catherine McCabe, Editor 



ARENA 


The best events this December, 
including a unique exhibition 
from Peter Blake, page 
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west london life 


resident 

RECOMMENDS 


The best Christmas markets for you to enjoy locally 



J WINTER 

WONDERLAND 
AT HYDE PARK 

Winter Wonderland is worth a visit 
because of its wide range of activities. It 
has the UK's largest skating rink, over 100 
fairground rides, a large Bavarian-style 
market, an ice kingdom, circus shows, 
giant wheel and ice bar. 

Free entry with ticketed attractions, early 
booking recommended. Runs until 3 Jan 
10am- 10pm daily; 
hydeparkwinterwonderland.com 



BELGRAVIA 

CHRISTMAS 

SUNDAY 


Elizabeth Street will become a 
glorious winter wonderland on 6 
December as various boutique 
stalls offer a fantastic variety of 
seasonal treats, from gastronomic 
delights to fashion accessories. 
This year will introduce a special 
addition of a Taxi grotto photo 
booth, plus there will be photo 
opportunities with Santa. 

Sun 6 December 11 am-5pm. 
Elizabeth Street SW1; 
grosvenorlondon.com 




3 CHELSEA 
PHYSIC 
GARDEN 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 


This traditional event takes place 
in a heated marquee, with over 
90 pre-selected stallholders selling 
a range of unusual gifts, plants, 
and artisan food and drink. Pick 
up a handmade wreath from The 
Growing Friends and Volunteers 
of Chelsea Physic Garden. 

Adults £6, friends and under-16s 
free. Sat 28-Sun 29 Nov, times 
vary. 66 Royal Hospital Road SW3 
4HS; chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 



CURTAIN UP 
CHRISTMAS 
MARKET 


TV star Julian Clary opens this 
year's starry Curtain-Up Christmas 
market in aid of disability charity 
The Back-Up Trust, while 
MasterChef semi-finalist Julia Cray 
provides refreshments. The market 
will have over 40 stalls selling 
books, vintage clothes, jewellery, 
cakes, art and handbags. 

£1.50 (donated to Back Up), 

6 December 11 am-4pm; St Mary 
Abbots Centre, Vicarage Gate, 
W8 4HN; curtainupevents.co.uk 






5 


MAYFAIR 

CHRISTMAS 

MARKET 


Novikov Restaurant & Bar is the 
setting for this year's market, which 
sees Mayfair Place closed off to 
traffic for one day only. Local 
retailers include Tinker Tailor for 
Christmas decorations, Tartine et 
Chocolat for children's clothing as 
well as coffee from Kim bo and 
baked goods from Olivier's Bakery. 
Free entry. Sat 28 November 
10am-9pm. Novikov Restaurant 
and Bar, 50 Berkeley Street W1J 
8HA; novikovrestaurant.co.uk 
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State of the art 

4k home cinema 



Discreet design 
Unparalleled service 
Easy to use systems 

HOME CINEMA • MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 
LIGHTING & CONTROL SYSTEMS 
NETWORKING & iPADS 

^ ^ 

Design Installation Support 

T. 07985 298 690 \ 0203 248 2010 

www.anotherplanetav.co.uk | info@anotherplanetav.co.uk 

an 

audio visual dealer for the home owner and developer 






PETER BLAKE, IAN DURY, 2001, COURTESY PETER BLAKE AND WADDINGTON CUSTOT GALLERIES 


AREiVA 

{THE FINEST EVENTS IN LONDON THIS MONTH } 



POP TO PORTRAIT 

See new works by Peter Blake at Mayfair’s Waddington Custot Galleries 

Revealing Blake’s enduring fascination with people, their personalities and eccentricites, Peter Blake: Portraits 
and People is the first exhibition to focus solely on the prolific artist’s portraiture. The intricate images, which 
have been hand-selected by Blake, feature some of his closest friends, including this eye-catching work of 
musician Ian Dury, who was taught by the artist in the sixties. The exhibition also features oil paintings of 
wrestlers and watercolours of heavily-tattooed men and women. 

Free admission. 24 November 2015-30 January 2016, Waddington Custot Galleries, 11 Cork Street W1S 3LT; waddingtoncustot.com 











Kensington Palace will be celebrating 
Christmas Victorian-style this December 
with a series of Tasty Talks. Visitors can learn 
about the history of the traditional Christmas 
dishes like roast goose and plum pudding, 
with a cup of mulled cider from the Palace 
Wassail bowl in hand. Tasty Talks: 
Christmas Dinner Delights, free, 2, 5, 9, 
12, 16 and 19 Dec, Kensington Gardens 
W8 4PX; hrp.org.uk/KensingtonPalace 


THE ODD COUPLE 


8.30pm, tickets £16, 020 7070 4410; 
tickets.royalalberthall.com 


Penguin! Elephant! is Goblin 
theatre groups new musicalfor 
children ages 3 and up. The story 
follows two unlikely friends: a 
grumpy penguin, and a clumsy 
but loveable elephant. 

1-24 December, weekdays: 10.30am 
and 1.30pm, weekends: 11am and 
2pm, 7 World’s End Place, King’s 
Road SW10 oDR, 020 73321967, 
chelseatheatre.org.uk 


Online 

See more 
Christmas events 
\ at theresident. 
co.uk 


SEND IN 
THE CLOWNS 

Buster Keaton and his fellow kings of 
silent comedy will take over the Elgar 
Room at the Royal Albert Hall on 
Sunday 6 December for a series of 
short film screenings with live piano 
accompaniment from Neil Brand. 
Silent Films with Live Music: Christmas 
with Buster Keaton and Friends starts 


12 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 
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EXCLUSIVE 

DISCOUNTS 

for resident readers 



Silver linings 

Keep the weekend of 27-29 November free as 
Harrods will be kicking off the festive season in 
style with their Festival of Christmas. Expect face 
painting and magicians, through to custom 
illustrations and a whole host of food offerings. 
We love the idea of British sock manufacturer 
Pantherella offering complimentary sock 
monogramming on any purchase. 

See more at harrods.com 



LAST 

CHANCE TO 
SEE: Al WEIWEI 

Ai Weiwei's first major exhibition in Britain 
will close its doors at the Royal Academy on 
the 13 December. A provocative show, one 
filled with Duchampian found objects and 
political satire, \h not to be missed. Among 
the pieces on display are his Neolithic 
and Qing dynasty pots, all willfully 
dunked in bright industrial paint. 
royalacademy.org.uk 


_ 


Tall tale 

Based on the beloved 2003 film starring 
Will Ferrell, Elf the Musical is the hilarious 
tale of Buddy, a young orphan child who 
mistakenly crawls into Santa's bag of 
gifts and is transported back to the North 
Pole. Unaware that he is actually human. 
Buddy's enormous size and poor toy¬ 
making abilities cause him to face the 
truth. With Santa's permission. Buddy 
embarks on a journey to New York City 
to find his birth father, discover his true 
identity, and help New York remember 
the true meaning of Christmas. 

On now until 2 January, 2016, at the 
Dominion Theatre, Elf the Musical 
features a cracking cast - including Ben 
Forster as Buddy, Kimberley Walsh as 
Jovie, and Joe McGann as Walter Hobbs 
- and songs by Tony Award nominees 
Matthew Sklar and Chad Beguelin. 

Find out more at elfthemusical.co.uk and 
readers of this magazine can save 5% 
when booking with Shows in London via 
theresident.co.uk/theatre or by calling 
020 3567 0620 


Play among the stars 

Proud Gallery Chelsea is marking a century of Sinatra with its photo exhibition Sinatra at 100: A 
Century in the Making. The show will feature a series of photographs of Ol’ Blue Eyes throughout his 
career, with work from photographers Terry O’Neill, Ken Veeder and Milton Greene. 

161 King’s Road SW3 5XP, 3rd December 2015 - 10th January 2016, 020 7349 0822; proudonline.co.uk 
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Contemporary and luxurious interiors for exceptional homes around the world. 


A Scandinavian notion, the red thread is a powerful metaphor for the heart of the matter: the creative 
DNA that holds a work together. For ten years our Design Group has used this philosophy to create 
unique and compelling design narratives linking architecture, interiors and the life stories of our clients. 


Every home has its own red thread. Let us find yours... 











































Great design holds a story. 

Come and tell us yours. 

STAFFAN TOL&ARD 


Grosvenor Waterside Gatliff Road London SW1W8QN 
Mon - Fri: 10am-6.30pm Sat: 10am-5pm www.tollgard.co.uk 
































NOTHING FOR 

GRANTED 

Richard E. Grant speaks to Catherine McCabe about his early days in 
London and why he’ll be celebrating Christmas with Paddington Bear 


16 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 
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I once read a refreshingly-honest 
interview where you said that 
people often assumed you had 
scripts flooding through the 
letterbox, when in reality you were 
struggling for the parts you wanted. 

Have things changed? 

Apart from a few leading roles, my career 
is made up of supporting character roles 
which has afforded me a great variety of 
work which I am very grateful for. 

What film/TV part would you have killed 
(or at least nudged someone out of the 
way) for? 

Send a stamped addressed envelope for 
the list! No matter what age you are, 
there is always a shortlist of contenders 
going for the same role, and we all know 
each other. 

There seems to be a greater awareness 
now of the sexist attitudes faced by 
actresses when it comes to ageing. How 
do you find men in the industry are 
treated in that regard? 

Female actors have a much tougher time 
of it. Statistically there are far more parts 
for men of all ages than there are for 
women. The pressure to stay young and 
beautiful doesn’t apply to men in the 
same way. 

British TV is going through a very exciting 
time at the moment - what do you tend 
to watch? 

I love box-set binges. I’m addicted to 
Peaky Blinders, the Great British Bake 
Off, Downton Abbey, Dr Foster and 
The Apprentice. 

Withnail & I director Bruce Robinson’s 
book on Jack the Ripper came out 
recently. What do you think of his 
detective work - have you read it yet? 

It’s a riveting read and vituperative 
attack on the Victorian Establishment 
written with his trademark bilious wit. 

You’re narrating Paddington’s Christmas 
Concert at the Cadogan Hall this month, 
what do you like about the character? 

I identified with him as I emigrated from 
Africa three decades ago and landed in 
London with one suitcase and lived just 
off Portobello Road. He is forever an 
‘outsider’ who became an ‘insider’. 



[Right: Richard with his 
Iwife Joan Washington, 
floelow: Withnail with 
|Uncle Monty, played by 
Ithe late Richard Griffiths 


My favourite 
line from 
Withnail & I? 

‘ He’s so mauve’ 


You’ll be narrating alongside Simon 
Callow, how are you feeling about it? 

I’m looking forward to finally working 
with Simon as our paths have crossed 
socially through the years. He has a very 
distinct style which will doubtless inform 
his narration. 

What’s Christmas like in your household? 

Full on. A 12ft tree goes up on the first 
of December, we cram every room with 
decorations, fairy lights around the 
garden and up the trees and a kitchen 
crammed with food, topped off by a 
party for my friends. You can never have 
enough plum pudding. 

In your early days in London, you lived 
in Notting Hill, what are your memories 
of the area? 

I rented a bedsit in Blenheim Crescent 
for £30 a week for two years in 1982.1 
saw every movie I could at the Electric 
Cinema as it was still a cheap bughouse; 
buying vegetables in Portobello Market 
at the end of the day was affordable too. 


Do you ever find your way back to 
Notting Hill? 

I have lots of friends living there and 
I’ve been having lunch at Mediterraneo 
restaurant every Saturday ever since it 
opened. I’ve been a regular Friday visitor 
of the antiques market on Portobello and 
Golborne road too as I am an inveterate 
collector. My best find was a Venetian 
mirror with a painted pierrot in the 
middle of the glass. 

What childhood book stands out in your 
memory the most? 

Alice in Wonderland. My all-time 
favourite and I read it once a year - 
idiosyncratically English, hilarious and 
eccentric by turn. 

I’m sorry to ask this but we have to know 
- what’s your favourite Withnail & I line? 

‘He’s so mauve’. 

Paddington Bear’s First Concert with narration 
from Richard E. Grant and Simon Callow will 
take place at Cadogan Hall Sunday 20 Dec, 
2.30pm and 5.30pm, tickets £25-£30, 

020 7730 4500; cadoganhall.com 
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BEST FOOT 

FORWARD 

Richard Wilson on the joys of shunning retirement for theatre 
directing and why he’s not haunted by the ghost of Victor Meldrew 

Words CATHERINE MCCABE 



W hen an actor spends their 
career associated with one 
character, they’re generally 
not too thrilled when you 
bring them up. Tim Curry famously 
refuses to discuss his role as the 
fishnetted Dr. Frank-N-Furter in The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show , Sean 
Connery suffered from Bond fatigue, and 
Father Ted’s, Pauline McGlynn has been 
sprinting away from the ‘go-on, go-on’ 
memory of Mrs Doyle ever since the 
sitcom came to an end. So it comes as a 
surprise to meet One Foot in the Grave’s 
Richard Wilson, and hear him speak 
about his former life as Victor Meldrew 
unfazed, and with great affection. 

I have no plans to 
retire when I am 
still enjoying myself 
so much 


Far from haunted by the spectre of his 
BBC1 past, Wilson recently went as far 
as resurrecting Meldrew for a fundraiser 
at Sheffield Theatres, where he is 
associate director. Wearing a disgruntled 
expression and trademark flatcap, he 
performed a ‘One Foot’ (as he calls it) 
episode live for the audience, ‘I was 
extremely nervous.. .it was strange,’ he 
says, taking time with his words in his 
soft Scottish burr, ‘when I said I would 
revisit Victor, I thought it would be a 
doddle, but of course that was 15 years 
ago when we did that episode so I didn’t 


18 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 
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remember a word of it... I went for a 
snooze before the show. This calm went 
over me, and then I went on and had a 
ball.’ He even - cautiously - suggests 
there’s a chance he might consider taking 
the show out on the road. 

One Foot in the Grave seems heavily 
dated today, but it was a great leveller - 
a mix of broad comedy and tragedy. It 
looked as though it was being shot 
through a rain-condensed window, 
framing Victor’s Eeyore outlook on life. 
But one thing people always get wrong 
about Victor, says Wilson, is that he was 
a grumpy old pensioner, ‘he was made 
redundant! He wanted to work, and kept 
trying to get work - I could understand 
some of his frustrations.’ 

He doesn’t seem irked when I bring 
up ‘the catchphrase’ - his 90s equivalent 
of going viral. Do people still shout it at 
him? ‘oh gosh, yeah! A lot of people say 
it as though nobody ever has before, and 
they seem rather chuffed at the idea. I 
just wave and walk on.’ Along with its 
mix of visual gags and DIY rants, One 
Foot had intentional nods to Beckett - 
the absurdity and loneliness of old age, 
the gnawing repetition of everyday life 
and loss. And so it’s fitting that Wilson 
slipped seamlessly from tabloid-friendly 
TV star to theatre director - with Beckett 
making a regular appearance in his work 
both on and off the stage. He was 
previously associate director at the Royal 
Court, a role that served his insatiable 
appetite for new writing. And this 



A lot of people say [I don’t 
believe it!] as though 
nobody ever has before , 
they seem rather chuffed 

December he’ll return to Chelsea to read 
at The Cadogan Tate Kids for Kids 
Candlelit Christmas Concert, fundraising 
for Kids for Kids, a charity that supports 
children living in poverty in Darfur. ‘I’ve 
been doing it for 6 years now. There’s 
terrible trauma happening [in Darfur] - 
and indeed wherever you look at the 
world. I see these pictures of refugees, 
and think “I should have my house 
thrown open”.’ Home is Hampstead, just 
a short walk from where he pitched up at 
his first London address back in 1959, 
‘which was pretty ghastly’ he says, ‘I 
looked at a map of London and I didn’t 
realise Hampstead was the posh part!’. 


Back in those days, he was working as a 
lab technician in Paddington Hospital, 
but gave into the niggling urge to pursue 
acting at the late age of 27, when he 
went to RADA. 

He once considered leaving the North 
West and buying a house with long-time 
friend Sir Ian McKellen, ‘I didn’t know 
that was public knowledge!’ he says in 
mock-horror when I bring this up, ‘we 
did think of it at one time, as we were 
getting towards our dotage.’ It never 
materialised, but he assures me ‘it’s not 
that we’ve fallen out or anything.’ 

Though he delves into occasional TV 
acting roles - directing at Sheffield 
Theatres takes up a great deal of his 
time. Right now, he’s preparing a stage 
thriller about snooker called The Nap , 
essentially ‘written to order’ by 
playwright Richard Bean, with Starred 
Up's Jack O’Connell in the lead role. 
Though he couldn’t be further removed 
from the lugubrious Meldrew, there’s 
something poignant in the notion that 
Wilson, now 79, has achieved what 
Meldrew never could - working, 
tirelessly, into his golden years. As he 
tells me, ‘I think if I went up to Scotland 
and retired I would just sort of become a 
vegetable... I’ve no plans to retire when 
I’m still enjoying myself so much.’ 
Richard Wilson will be reading at The Cadogan 
Tate Kids for Kids Candlelit Christmas Concert 
on 5 December at St Peter’s Church, Eaton 
Square. Tickets, £25 for adults. Doors open 
6.30pm; kidsforkids.org.uk 
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allowed her to stick at it? ‘I kind of 
mortgaged myself to it,’ she says, ‘I 
made a commitment early on that this 
was what I was going to do. I put so 
much time and dedication into it, there 
was no question.’ 

This month, she brings her experience 
to St Peter’s Church, where she’ll be 
performing at the Kids for Kids 
Christmas Carol Concert fundraiser for 


NO STRINGS 

ATTACHED 

In 2006, British violinist Ruth Palmer raised 
the funds to record an album, and she’s been 
dancing to her own tune ever since 

Words CATHERINE MCCABE 


veryone has that intense fear of 
floundering after university, but 
for a classical musician, that 
pressure increases tenfold. 
Soloists who’ve gone through 20 years 
of vigorous training, making countless 
sacrifices, graduate into a market where 
only a handful of musicians names will 
ever been known to the public. 

When it was Ruth Palmer’s turn, 
having left the Royal College of Music, 
she decided to shape the competitive 
landscape for herself - and make her 
own CD. Through entrepreneurial-style 
fundraising, she pulled together tens of 
thousands of pounds, booked the 
Philharmonia and marked Shostakovich’s 
centenary in 2006 with a recording of his 


Violin Concerto No 1 and Violin Sonata. 
Back then, she says, The media was so 
mainstream, if you wanted to say 
anything, you had to say it very loudly, 
or not at all.’ Ruth wasn’t just heard - 
she reverberated 
though the scene, in 
2007, she was awarded 
Best Young British 
Artist at the Classical 
BRIT Awards. 

Growing up, Ruth’s 
home was set to a soundtrack of Radio 3. 
Both her parents have music degrees - 
her mother taught piano, and her father 
is a composer. Her brother, who started 
out as a cellist, later went on to a career 
in banking. What does she possess that 


the children of Darfur. ‘It’s not about 
pride in being connected with the 
celebrity of suffering,’ she explains, ‘but 
more a sense of gratitude that we can 
have a connection with the people within 
that concert, but also, within Darfur. ’ The 
evening will be hosted by ITN’s Julie 
Etchingham, featuring Christmas 
readings from David Suchet, and of 
course, Richard Wilson, ‘I love Richard 
Wilson, he once looked at my biog and 
said “that must be a very grave 
responsibility,”’ she laughs. 

Having self-managed and self- 
marketed for much of her career, Ruth is 
better placed than most to give advice to 
burgeoning classical musicians. ‘Forget 
everything you’ve been taught - and do 
what you love,’ she says, without 
hesitation. ‘And don’t be afraid of 
walking away from it, if that’s what you 
want to do. If you feel “I’ve been put 
under pressure for 20 years, I practised 
for so long, I’ve 
forgotten why I love 
it”, then walk away 
from it. Look back at it 
from a different 
perspective, and you 
might find a new way 
in,’ advice which, if played right, could 
ring true for any path you choose to take. 

Ruth Palmer will be performing at The Cadogan 
Tate Kids for Kids Candlelit Christmas Concert 
on 5 December at St Peter’s Church, Eaton 
Square; kidsforkids.org.uk 



If you wanted to say 
anything, you had to 
say it very loudly 
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Castrads 

cast iron radiators 


www.castrads.com 
020 3397 7295 





King 970mm in Satin Polish 
Chatsworth Satin Nickel TRV 
Satin Nickel wall stay 
As seen £828 




Wallpaper by Farrow & Ball, Hornbeam BP 5007 


Bespoke cast iron radiators | Made in England 
www.castrads.com I 38 High Street Wimbledon Village London SW19 5BY 



















Gift 

Guide 

{LUXURIOUS PRESENTS TO BUY THIS CHRISTMAS} 



SPARKLING INSPIRATION 

Find the perfect gifts for the ones you love in our seven-page guide 

Love it or loathe it, Christmas shopping is as inescapable as mince pies and Santa songs during the festive 
build-up - and best avoided on Christmas Eve unless you value your sanity. So, let us ease the pressure with 
our comprehensive list of ideas. We have carefully selected a variety of beautiful gifts for culture fanatics, style 
connoisseurs, foodies, children and lovers of homeware... just take your pick. If that’s not enough, we’ve also 
compiled some top tips on how to prepare for Christmas festivities, whilst treating yourself too. So, put your 
feet up, grab a glass of fizz and get someone to pass you the chocolates as you read on... 



















Natural 
Stone Steps 

in Portland and York Stone 


Enhance the 
value and 
stature of 
your home 




Call us for a 
free estimate 


02077 334455 
07940 334455 


www.naturalstonecompany.co.uk 
Email: trevor@naturalstonesteps.co.uk 






































Everything is art 
Everything is politic 5 

Ai Weiwei 


prince Charles Cinema 
lifetime membership, £50 
(includes 2 ^ee tickets, 
reduced ticket fees and 
news on special events), 
princecharlescinema.com 


Tate membership (incudes 
free, unlimited entry to all 
Tate exhibitions), £70 or 
£110 with guest, 
membership.tate.org.uk 


FRUITERS 


Ai Weiwei push up wood figure, 
£6, Royal Academy Gift Shop, 
shop.royalacademy.org.uk 


The Believer literary 
magazine subscription, 
approx £48.69 for 1 year (6 
issues), believermag.com 


A Portrait of Fashion: Six 
Centuries of Dress at the 
National Portrait Gallery book, 
£24.95, npg.org.uk/shop 


Gilbert & George Fruiters (2006) print, £1,224, 

© the artist, courtesy White Cube, whitecube.com/shop 




Jean-Michel Basquiat art book, 
published by Taschen, 
£8.99, taschen.com 


BASQUIAT 

Leonhard Emmerling 


What to buy for the arts and 
culture fiend in your life 


Overnight bag with 
book illustrations by 
Serge Seidlitz, £35, 
lutyensrubinstein.co.uk 


Culture 

I .overs 


Odyssey 
Debut Trumpet 
with case, 
gold, £199.95, 
johnlewis.com 
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Necklace by Carmen 
de Chauny, poa, 
carmenchauny.com 


Burberry Gold Glow Fragranced Luminising 
Powder, £45, burberry.com 


Fornasetti Profumi Astronomici 
Scented Candle, £125, 
selfridges.com 


18kt yellow 
and white gold 
Quatre Radiant 
bangle with 
diamonds, 
£16,200, 

boucheron.com 


Brilliant Emerald Trilogy ring, £145, 
brilliantinc.co.uk 


Black lace dress, £275, 
jcrew.com/uk 


My Burberry fragrance, 
£90, uk.burberry.com 


Valentino 
Rockstud shoulder 
bag £1,310, 
harveynichols.com 


Bionda Castana Nura 
gold leather shoes, £550, 
biondacastana.com 


Black Cashmere sweater 
with gold stars, £165, 
wyselondon.co.uk 
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Wispy Superfine Triple 
Dot print scarf, £265, 
beggandcompany.com 


gold Quatre Radiant 
bangle with diamonds, 
£16,200, boucheron.com 




Esla Peretti pendant in 
18k gold with freshwater 
pearls, £830, Tiffany.co.uk 



Ettinger Navy Bakerloo 
Portfolio Case, £810, 
ettinger.co.uk 


Christy’s wool Fedora Hat, 
£75, reiss.com 



Tom Ford Noir Extreme Eau de Parfum, 
£70, tomford.com 



Foxley black velvet slippers with glitter dots, £525, 
jimmychoo.com 




Rebel Lipstick, £15.50 
maccosmetics.co.uk 




Patek Philippe Men’s Annual 
Calender watch in rose gold, 
POA at Boodles, boodles.com 
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ALESSI 

The Useful Art 


Scoiattolo Nutcracker, design Andrea Branzi 


020 7730 1234 harrods.com 



Alessi, Second Floor 







Camembert baking set, 
£18.95, rigbyandmac.com 


Islay whisky connoisseur set, 
£295, lsa-international.com 


Pierre Marcolini hamper, 
£149, harrods.com 


Thames tea set in gold, 
£165, snowdenflood.com 




The Modern Preserver, £20, 
from all good bookshops 


Pisa copper cafetiere, £30, 
shop.rmg.co.uk 


Gourmet 



Glorious hampers, decanters and 
morefor discerningfoodies 



Malachite ice bucket, £198, 




Baci di Dama Jar 875g, 
£17.95, carluccios.com 



Conversation 
placemat set, £35, 
theschooloflife.com 


Assorted Christmas Box 
£27.25; godivachocolates.co.uk 


Decanter, £48.95, 
annabeljames.co.uk 


Enamel teapot, £39.95, 
minimoderns.com 
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DOROTHEE 

SCHUMACHER 

66/68 LEDBURY ROAD 
LONDON 


Q*> 


DOROTHEE-SCHUMACHER.COM 
































































STORY: KARA O’REILLY 



Savannah Story 
zebra bust, £58, 
anthropologie.com 



Carousel mirror, £1,982, 
christopherguy.com 




Marble teapot, £345, 
astierdevillatte.com 



Treat them to an interiors gift 
they will love and cherish 




The Black Collection, poa, 
chamberlainco.co.uk 



Boabab scented black pearls 
candle, £89, amara.com 


Four-slice toaster by Charlene Mullen, 
£99.99, dualit.com 


Dazzle porcelain macaw, 
£1,620, lladro.com 


Alfredo horn spoons, from 
£45 for 4, heals.com 



Small metallic leather 
drum ottoman, £280, 
almal938.com 
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enjoy working from home ... 


cabinets I bookcases I wardrobes I radiators covers I home office 


The London Alcove Company 



! 


I 






!- 

IQ 

h Tl 


T: 0800 389 5724 
E: sales@londonalcove.com 
W: londonalcove.com 
















































Hedgehog Grand 
Racer Car, £185, 
available from 
hedgehogshop.co.uk 


Fendi Monster all-in-one 
£145, harrods.co.uk 


Steiff Paddington Bear, 
£119, steiff.com 


Robot Money Box, £6, 
paperchase.co.uk 


Musical tin box, £8. 
hedgehogshop.co.uk 


Spy 3D view 
googles, £15. 
johnlewis.com 


To? 

Lovers 

You'll give Santa a good name 
with these cool buys for kids 


Pewter Sequinned Dress, 
£98.43, smallable.com 


Juju Ladybug lunch box, 
£30. gigibrooks.com 


Despicable Me 2 Operation game, £23.95, 
020 7730 1234, harrods.com 
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CHRISTMAS 

MADE EASY 

December is an overwhelming time of year, but it doesn’t always have to 
be this way Want to take the stress out of the festive prep? Here’s how 


BRANCH OUT 

You can’t beat the ritual of picking out a 
Christmas tree - but when you’re pushed 
for time, navigating a 6ft fir into your 
living room can be a nightmare. Why not 
get the kilted helpers at Pines and 
Needles to do it for you? This family-run 
Scottish business delivers sustainably- 
grown trees across the UK, and, if you 
desire it, they’ll even bring them pre¬ 
decorated. A plain 6ft Nordmann Fir is 
priced at £ 74 . 90 , and you can add LED 
lights for £ 29 . 95 . 

020 3384 9420; pinesandneedles.com 

MOBILE HAIR AND BEAUTY 

Fancy a facial ahead of a Christmas 
party, but don’t want to venture into the 
cold? Try Gina Conway Prive, a new 
service launched by the owner of the 
Fulham Gina Conway Aveda Salon. One 
of Gina’s exceptionally-friendly Prive 
staff members will travel direct to your 


home to provide a treatment: hair, make¬ 
up, manicures - just take your pick. 

They also offer at-home massages 
(£ 89 p/h), which means you won’t have to 
put yourself through a commute - you 
can just enjoy the sleepy, post-treatment 
relaxation in your own living room. If 
you colour your hair, save on time by 
having that done at your place too. Steve 
Curran, a top hair colourist who’s tended 
the locks of both Sienna Miller and Kate 
Moss, will visit any London postcode to 
give your chosen tone a refresh, prices 
start at £120. 

ginaconwayprive.com, 020 8234 6899; 

Steve Curran, toplondonhaircolour.com 



GIFT FIX 

Why traipse around Oxford Circus 
saddled with soggy Topshop bags when 
you can shop from home? The Mint List 
(themintlist.com), an unconventional 
online ‘emporium’ run by west London 


You can save time by 
having your hair done 
in your own home 


36 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 



west london life 




Allen's of Mayfair (allensofmayfair 
co.uk) is an award-winning bufcher 
fhaf offers free delivery for orders over 
£75 across London. HG Walfer (hgwalfer. 
com) and famed Holland Park bufcher C. 
Lidgafe (lidgafes.com) will also be 
offering home delivery ahead of 
Chrisfmas. Demand will be high, 
so it's besf fo book well 
n advance. 




resident Camilla Kelly, is a great source 
for unusual gifts. Know anyone that 
would appreciate 1980 s Garbage Pail 
Kids cards or a Fomasetti plate? It’s all 
here. Alternatively, try gifting someone a 
memory with a tailored experience day; 
a 30 minute introductory flying lesson is 
available from £129 at 
virginexperiencedays.co.uk. And for 
beautifully-presented luxury gifts, enlist 
the help of the Gift Concierge, an 
in-store service at Harrods. Contact its 


advisors by email, and they’ll help you 
find the right handbag or malt whisky to 
be professionally wrapped and delivered 
straight to you or the lucky recipient. 

Contact giftconcierge@harrods.com or call 
020 7893 8000 for details 


RELAX, IT'S CHRISTMAS 

Have a hiatus from present buying with a 
trip to The Chelsea Day Spa, which is 
offering a ‘Christmas Belles’ pamper 
package until the end of December. This 
includes a HydroPeptide facial, Organic 
Vita Liberata Spray Tan, Nouveau 
eyelash extensions and New York 
manicures and pedicures for £ 300 . 

69A King’s Road SW3 4NX; 
thechelseadayspa.co.uk 


Dinner at your doorstep 

Get your Christmas table essentials without taking off your slippers 


• For cheese, visit the website of La Cave a 
Fromage (la-cave.co.uk), where you can 
browse a virtual cheese trolley and buy 
online. Just click on the individual fromage to 
find out more (we love the Comte Reserve), 
add to basket and have it delivered straight 
to your door. Or, try the Paxton & Whitfield 
Super Golds - a selection of cheeses that 
won the World Cheese Awards' Super Gold 
medal. £38.00/approx 1kg. 
paxtonandwhitfield.co.uk 

• For wine, try Lea & Sandeman, which offers 
great deals on select cases. There's a box of 
Bordeaux for £202.90 or a case specially 
curated by the 'Wine Gang' - a group of the 
UK's best known wine experts, including 
Anthony Rose and Jane Parkinson - available 
for £344.10. Free delivery is available for 
orders over £100, leaandsandeman.co.uk 

• For vegetables, let Farm Drop do the leg 
work. Visit farmdrop.co.uk and select the 
food you want from a choice of organic 


producers and farmers, and they'll deliver it 
to your home. You can find anything from 
organic pak choi to kabocha squash. 


Farm Drop transports organic produce 
from the field to your front door 




Christmas dinner at Min 
1 Jiang is served with 
■stunning lOth-floor view 
BJacross Hyde Park ■ ■ 


Dine out 

If you feel like abandoning the kitchen altogether, these west London restaurants 
and hotels will be serving dinner on Christmas Day 


• Min Jiang: Based on the 1 Oth floor of the 
Royal Garden Hotel, Min Jiang restaurant 
presents Christmas dinner with an incredible 
view of the London skyline. This year, there will 
be a Christmas lunch from 12pm to 3pm and 
a dinner at 6pm to 10.30pm, with prices from 
£90 per person (£50 for under 12s) and a 
choice of menus available. 
christmas@royalgardenhotel.co.uk, 

020 7361 1999; minjiang.co.uk 

• The Lancaster: The Island Grill restaurant at 
this Hyde Park hotel will be serving a 
traditional five-course Christmas Day Menu 
priced at £55 per person on 25 December, 
served from noon until 6pm. 

020 7551 6070; islandrestaurant.co.uk 


Aidan McGee, priced at £80 per person. 

020 7266 9198, thetruscottarms.com 

• The Berkeley Hotel: Koffmann's at The 
Berkeley will be serving a luxurious four-course 
lunch and dinner menu on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas day at £150 per head. 

020 7107 8844; the-berkeley.co.uk 



• The Truscott Arms: Maida Vale's beloved 
gastropub will be offering a menu from chef 
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LAMING IN1TKD 


DICKIE : 
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BEDS, SOFAS & FURNITURE FOR LOAFERS 


BATTERSEA NOTTING HILL LOAF.COM 










PHOTOGRAPHER: DAAN OLIVIER 
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KING’S ROAD AT 

CHRISTMAS 

Come for the shopping, stay for the history - explore 
the wonder of the King's Road this December 


T he King’s Road has a history 

that is too expansive to mention 
here - one that spans hundreds 
of years. It has always been 
associated with royalty, from King 
Charles II, who kept it as his private 
road until 1830 , to music legends such 
as Eric Clapton and Ringo Starr who can 
still be seen wandering along the street 
today. With its own global model agency 
tucked around the back, it’s no wonder 
Kate Moss occasionally makes a trip; 
not to mention the world-renowned 
Saatchi Gallery where you can take in 
some of the most progressive modem art 
in the world today. 

Although shops may change and 
frequently do, there is something special 
that endures on the walk from Sloane 
Square to World’s End - it’s like no 
other shopping street in the world. The 
characters who go anonymously about 
their daily lives - the cars and clothes - 
the general joie de vivre is intoxicating. 

Shopping shouldn’t be too serious - it 
should and can be a joy - window 
shopping, buying a perfectly presented 
coffee or just treating oneself to a 



leisurely stroll - the King’s Road knows 
how to enjoy itself and shares that joy 
with everyone who arrives. 

There are more than 40 cafes and 
even more restaurants to stop in and 
catch up on the day’s events - the King’s 
Road caters for everyone. When you 
visit, you will find it dressed by fresh 
Christmas trees in a slightly quieter style 
than some other parts of London - 
understated, elegant and self-assured. 


Come see something special - toast 
the good life and leave with more than 
just aching feet and gifts - go home with 
a sense of history, fun and Christmas 
joy. Find the perfect eveningwear in 
Harvest boutique at number 136 
(harvestlondon.co.uk) or stop at the 
beautiful Ivy Chelsea Garden 
(theivychelseagarden.com), and enjoy a 
seasonal Three Wise Men cocktail. For 
gifts, there’s always The Chelsea Physic 
Garden Book & Gift Shop 
(chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk) just 
moments away on Royal Hospital Road, 
where you can rest from a day’s 
shopping in oasis of calm at their 
Tangerine Dream Cafe. 

It’s a little known fact that the funds 
for the King’s Road Christmas 
decorations are still raised through 
donations from retailers, landlords and 
community budgets by a small group of 
dedicated locals who care about the 
King’s Road today. 

Sarah Farrugia, Ellie Ruddock and Sara Oliver 
are just a few of the names that help make the 
King’s Road Christmas decorations a reality. 
Find out more at: kingsroadchristmas.com 
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SHOWROOMS 


LONDON - Chelsea 

84 Fulham Road SW3 6HR T: 020 7584 5736 


WILTSHIRE 

Clackersbrook Farm Bromham SN15 2JJ 
T: 01380 859299 E:enq@mccarronandco.com 


NEW SHOWROOM OPENING SOON: 

LONDON - Notting Hill 

102 Westbourne Grove W2 5RU T: 020 7243 2315 


Furniture makers - Redefining bespoke 

www.mccarronandco.com 










































Be inspired by this season’s key Christmas 
trends to create a look that suits your style 

Story KARA O’REILLY 


INTO THE WOODS 


Clockwise from top left: Small hand-carved 
wooden deer head decoration, £8.95, 
caravanstyle.com; Mini acorn decoration, £6, 
houseoffraser.co.uk; Robin and Holly cracker, 
£55 for six, thornbackandpeel.co.uk; Forest Fox 
glass globe tree ornament, £19.95, liberty.co.uk; 
Squirrel decoration, £8.50, oliverbonas.com; 
Furry standing owl, £14.99, joannawood.co.uk; 
Robin decoration, £3.50, from National Portrait 
Gallery Shop, npg.org.uk/shop; Tanssi glass 
bauble by Klaus Haapaniemi, £25, iittala.com 


' }/ ™ 
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DESIGN LINES 


Clockwise from top left: King and Queen bauble 
set £58, uk.jonathanadler.com; Silver Christmas 
tree charm, £15, dowerandhall.com; Tate 
Modern London Landmark ceramic bauble, 
£15.50, snowdenflood.com; Twiggy snowman 
ceramic decoration, £14.95, reikokaneko.co.uk; 
Champs Elysee crystal tree tablet, £89, 
lalique.com; White ceramic decoration, £2, 
re-foundobjects.com; Matrioskas ornaments, 
£140 per set, lladro.com; Twinkle decoration by 
Meyer Lavigne, £27 for three, uniqueandunity. 
co.uk; Annual Christmas edition Angel 
decoration, £16.90, villeroy-boch.co.uk 


iilhouette wall art, £60, 
;oxandcox.co.uk 
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SWEETPEA 


Willow® 



YOU LIVE 


WE HAVE 
A GORGEOUS 
HUGE SHOWROOM 
IN WEST LONDON 

FREE PARKING 
FREE FIZZ ON ICE 


UNIT 15, METRO CENTRE, ST JOHNS ROAD, ISLEWORTH, TW7 6NJ 
SHOWROOM OPENING TIMES: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9.00 AM TILL 4.30 PM 
LAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH 10.00 AM TILL 4.00 PM 


WWW.SWEETPEAANDWILLOW.COM 0345 257 26 27 














































homes 



All items, 
from a 
selection, 
heals.com 


ALPINE RETREAT 


Clockwise from top left: Resin antler decoration, 
£6.50, paperchase.co.uk; Pine cone wreath, 
£59, okadirect.com; Large hanging Woody 
stars, £6.95, rigbyandmac.com; Ruby red 
bauble, £15, theconranshop.co.uk; Polaris tree 
topper, £10, habitat.co.uk; Antler candelabra, 
£18, next.co.uk; Wool baubles, £22 for set of four, 
houseoffraser.co.uk; Snowdrift whitewashed 
cone and berry garland, £15, johnlewis.com; 
Gingham stocking, £25, thewhitecompany.com 
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west one bathrooms 


LONDON 




Battersea I Chelsea I Clerkenwell I Knightsbridge I Mayfair 
Notting Hill I Wandsworth I Kent I Surrey 

+44(0)333 011 3333 At Home Design Service available uuestonebathrooms.com 


































































JOIN THE GLITTERATI 

Gold is a perennial Christmas classic ; but update it 
by teaming with touches of black, white and taupe 


Clockwise from top left: Glass droplet 
decorations, £6 per set of 4, next.co.uk; Apple 
and pear mini candles, £29.95 per pair, miafleur. 
com; Boutique striped glass bauble, £3.50, 
johnlewis.com; Mirrored glass wreath, £33, re- 
foundobjects.com; Gold glass swirl bauble, from 
£35, fortnumandmason.com; Large gold glitter 
table top tree, £15, from The Contemporary 
Home, tch.net; Monochrome and gold crackers, 
£36 for six, rockettstgeorge.co.uk; Snowflake 
rotary tea light holder, £9.50, oliverbonas.com 


All items, from a selection from 
the Decadent Decs collection, 
talkingtables.co.uk 
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AYRTON 

WINDOWS & DOORS 
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Snug as a 
bug in a rug 


Replacing beautiful 
timber windows, 
beautifully 


www.ayrtonbespoke.com 
Telephone 020 8877 8920 

Email enquiries@ayrtonbespoke.com 

406 Merton Road, Wandsworth, London SW18 5AD 

61-63 Tottenham Lane, Crouch End, London N8 9BE 






Take home some captured escapism this Christmas with 
an image from Time To Breathe Photography. 


Time To Breathe Photography 

Images captured from life 


www.timetobreathephotography.co.uk 

or purchase downloads from 

Etsy.co.uk Time2BreathePhotos 
Tel: 0770 495 5205 
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I f you’ve ever sipped cocktails at the Ham Yard Hotel, 
indulged in afternoon tea at the Soho Hotel, or stayed at 
the Charlotte Street Hotel - you are likely to have 
marvelled at the spectacular interiors designed by 
co-founder and multi award-winner, Kit Kemp MBE. Kemp’s 
skill is in mixing vibrant colours, bold patterns and rich 
textures and making it all sit together beautifully. It is her 
creative eye that has made Firmdale’s hotel interiors so 
popular with A-listers and style seekers, and it’s the 
foundation of her and her husband, Tim’s business empire, 
which now also includes One Denman Place serviced London 
apartments, and following Crosby Street, a second hotel 
location in New York, The Whitby, due to open next Autumn. 
Kemp has also recently designed a sell-out furniture collection 
for Anthropologie, tea and dinner services for Wedgwood, her 
own bath and body range ‘Rik Rak’ and just finished her 
second book, Every Room Tells a Story , which delves further 
into how she makes a room scheme work and connect visually 
within a space. ‘My style is quite loose, it’s a sunny outlook 
on life,’ says Kemp. ‘With our British weather, when you 
walk through the front door at home, you want to feel 
welcome and one of the easiest ways - unless you have a 
Labrador - is to have colour and freshness, even just one chair 
in a bold fabric can be enough, so it feels balanced and not 
too frantic.’ 

Kemp’s enthusiasm for colour began as a child, in craft 
lessons at school. ‘I’m left handed so I found knitting hard 
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homes 


and often ended up making plasticine models or painting with 
the boys,’ she says. ‘But then I discovered embroidery and once 
I got going I loved it - all the fabulous colours of the strings and 
threads. Then when I was older I became a demon on the 
sewing machine. In my first flat I’d have a go at re-upholstering 
the sofa and making cushions, or wallpapering the hallway to 
add colour and pattern.’ 

Although trained in graphic design, early in her career Kemp 
worked for a shipping company, where she had the opportunity 

to travel extensively, 
hopping off to Colombia, 
Guatemala, and Mexico, 
and collecting items and 
ideas on her way. ‘People 
in South America are so 
much more vibrant with 
their use of colour,’ she 
says. ‘I’d always come back from those trips with my suitcase 
bulging with rugs, fabrics or needlepoint.’ 

But it was whilst working for architect, Leszek Nowicki that 
she developed her eye for scale. ‘Leszek was a huge influence 
and I learnt a lot from him,’ says Kemp. ‘As well appreciating 
the scale of a room and the things in it, I discovered a love for 
natural materials too.’ 



People in South 
America are so much 
more vibrant with 
their use of colour 
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Wrought Iron 

and 

Brass Bed Co. 

Hand Made in England 


A family company, where all our 
beds are hand made, and come 
with a lifetime guarantee. 


0148.5 .542.516 


www.wroughtironandbrassbed.co.uk 
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Kit Kemp is drawn to folk | 
thread designs; the handwoven I 
headboard and cushions chosen | 
for this bed were sourced from 
A Rum Fellow 


Eager to put her ideas into practice, Kemp seized the 
opportunity by combining her design skills with her husband’s 
property lets back in 1985, which kick-started their hotel 
business. ‘He never actually asked me to work with him but 
that’s when I joined the business,’ says Kemp 
laughing. ‘Tim had been providing two-star 
accommodation to American students, but the 
properties had short leases and were pretty 
gloomy. Then one became available in Dorset 
Square with a longer lease and we thought it 
would be lovely to do it up. Turning it into a hotel 
wasn’t plain sailing, but we were young and 
positive, so we went for it.’ The couple sold the 
hotel in 2002 but have subsequently bought it 
back and Kemp has redecorated it in the 
exuberant style she has become known for. 

Their portfolio now also includes the 
Covent Garden and Haymarket Hotels as 
well as the Knightsbridge and Number 
Sixteen Townhouse Hotels. Although each 
is unique and has its own character there is 
something instantly recognisable in the 
Firmdale interiors, whether it’s the striking over-sized 
headboards, or the wonderful way Kemp contrasts patterns and 
prints. ‘I like a carefree look,’ she says. ‘It has to feel good too, 
so we use gorgeous woods or terracottas and ochres, natural 
materials with texture and colour. There is also a lot of detail in 


our interiors and a lot of the elements are bespoke.’ 

Bespoke pieces are key to Kemp’s schemes and she works 
with many other designers including Christine van der Hurd 
and Michael Silver at Christopher Farr on what she calls 

‘design alliances’. ‘I really enjoy working with other 
designers and creating unique pieces together, 
particularly rugs and fabrics, but prefer to call them 
alliances rather than collaborations,’ she says. ‘It’s 
lovely to have something bespoke, that is made just 
for you. It means that no-one else will have the same 
thing and it is a great way to bring a room to life.’ 

Colour obviously features in Kemp’s interiors and 
is often where her schemes start. ‘Even if I try to be 
restrained with beige, navy and white, some colour 
will always leap in like a wicked imp,’ she laughs. 
‘Colours don’t have to match. If they 
complement each other or are similar in tone 
it’s more interesting. I’ll often have a plain wall 
and will introduce one large pattern somewhere, 
with other smaller patterns, so they’re not 
competing. Although, I have been doing this for 
a long time, so breaking the rules and stretching 
the imagination with colour and pattern is fun. Interiors should 
always be fun.’ 

For further information go to firmdalehotels.com; 

Buy ‘Every Room Tells a Story’ at hardiegrant.co.uk 



My style is loose, 
it’s a sunny 
outlook on life 
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Ingo Fincke 
Gallery 


Are proud to present 
new paintings by 

MARK 

JOHNSTON 

23rd November to 
21st December 2015 



24 Battersea Rise 
London SW11 1EE 
kira@ingoflncke.com 
020 7228 7966 
ingoflncke.com 


Image: CREST oil on linen 
180cm x 140cm 





We stand unyielding in 
protecting original period - 

windows from 
unnecessary replacement' 


We offer bespoke services to preserve natural beauty 
whilst enhancing functionality in period windows 

Contact us for a free consultation at fortishooke.co.uk or call us on 0800 313 4688 

Quote ‘SW004’ to receive a special rate for readers 

■m* mms tj u, 


Fortis 8c Hooke 

WOODEN WINDOW RESTORERS 







































REMOVALS 


INFO@SAFEREMOVALS.CO.UK - 020 8888 3917 



HOUSEHOLDS, OFFICES, FLATS ETC • FREE QUOTES & ADVICE 
PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED STAFF • A PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICE 
WE ARE FULLY INSURED • COMPETITIVE RATES 



Pros: The guys from Safe Removals that came to pack us and 

move us were polite, cheerful, and extremely hard working jane, Holland Park 


saferemovals.co.uk 


724 TUDOR ESTATE, ABBEY ROAD, LONDON, NW10 7UN 















































Inza Cauca 


Blackcurrant and cherry 


Do you love great coffee? 

DISCOVER HOW FRESHNESS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR COFFEE 



From Harvest to Home 

At Pact, they believe getting your hands on incredible-tasting, speciality coffees 
should be easy. They source top-notch beans from the best growers in the world, so 
you can enjoy hand-roasted coffee delivered directly to your home or office. Pact 
only buys directly from farmers, which means they can pay them, on average, 25% 
more than the Fairtrade price. 

freshness and roast matter 

Unlike supermarket coffee brands, Pact Coffee focuses on freshness and roast to 
make sure you get the best-tasting coffee. They grind and pack everything at the 
last minute (and within 7 days of being roasted), because that’s when it tastes the 
best. Pact also roasts your coffee lighter than a supermarket will. A lighter roast 
retains more of the caffeine, but also brings out the natural flavours in the coffee. 



We’d love for you to taste the difference yourself that’s why we’ve partnered with Pact 
Coffee to offer The Resident readers a fantastic trial offer price of just £1 for your first 



RRP £6.95, FREE P&P 


( GOTO 

PACTCOFFEE.COM 


HOW TO ORDER: 

Q CLICK‘GET STARTED’& 0 RECEIVE YOUR FRESH 

ENTER YOUR CODE COFFEE THE NEXT DAY 



Subject to availability. Offer for new Pact customers only. Full terms and conditions at pactcoffee.com/terms 

















health & wellbeing 



SHOULD YOU 
GO VEGAN? 


It’s the latest health-food fixation, but what are the real benefits? 
Trish Lesslie looks at the pros and cons of veganism 


F rom Beyonce to Bill Clinton, A-listers are 
lining up to extol the virtues of veganism. 
Weight loss and increased energy are among 
the benefits boasted by those whose diet is 
meat, fish and dairy-free. With glamorous food 
bloggers waxing lyrical about avocados and chic 
restaurants serving only plant-based foods popping 
up in Chelsea and Notting Hill, veganism is the cool 
food choice du jour. 

Then there are the environmtalist brownie points 
of going vegan. According to a new documentary 
executive produced by 
vegetarian Leonardo DiCaprio, 
animal agriculture is 
responsible for 51% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Cowspiracy claims our meat- 
and-dairy-heavy diet is taking 
the world towards 
environmental Armageddon, 
yet another reason for vegans 
to feel virtuous. 

Unlike many food fads, there’s 
plenty of evidence that a well- 
balanced vegan diet can bring health 
benefits. Nutritional expert Dr Alan 
Stewart of London’s Biolab clinic 
says the middle aged, especially 
those who are overweight and have raised 
cholesterol and/or high blood pressure, stand to 
benefit the most by switching to a vegan diet. 

‘There’s evidence that a vegan diet can help 
lower cholesterol and reverse cardiovascular heart 
disease, so I will occasionally recommend patients 
with these conditions to follow a piscine-vegan diet 


(predominantly vegan with some fish) for the short 
to medium term,’ he says. 

But experts warn that cutting out fish, meat and 
dairy without taking care to replace important 
nutrients can lead to health problems including poor 
brain function, weak bones and mood swings. 

Vitamin B12, for example - which is involved in 
the function of every cell in the body and critical for 
health - isn’t found in any useful quantity in plants 
with the exception of some types of algae. ‘It’s 
particularly important in the formation of blood and 
the function of the brain, so 
supplementation of B12 is 
advised if you are vegan,’ 
says nutrionist Nikki Hill of 
Bella Wellbeing. 

Saturated fat is also easy to 
miss out on if you’re cutting 
out meat and diary. ‘It’s an 
important macronutrient that 
provides the building blocks 
for your cell membranes and 
a variety of hormones and 
hormone-like substances that are 
essential to your health,’ says Hill. 
She recommends vegans add 
coconut oil - a source of plant- 
based saturated fat - to their diet 
daily to ensure they get enough of this nutrient. 

If in doubt, you could always try the latest food 
trend, VB6 - or vegan before 6pm. ‘It strikes me as 
a good way to hedge your bets,’ says Stewart. ‘That 
or having a few vegan or vegetarian days a week.’ 

As that famous ‘vegan’ Beyonce has said of her 
food choices: ‘It’s all about balance.’ 



There’s evidence 
that a vegan diet can 
lower cholesterol 
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M y thing is flavours and the feelings they evoke 
from a very early age. I even describe people or 
events through their flavour!’ explains Laura 
Santtini, food writer and restaurateur of 
Belgravia’s renowned Santini. Laura is now regarded as a 
world authority on using umami at home. Umami is known as 
‘the fifth flavour’, that intense savouriness that makes you go 
‘mmmm’ and is found in the bit of caramelised chicken stuck 
to the bottom of the roasting tray, in an anchovy that melts into 
a pizza, in parmesan and much more. We’re talking at her 
family restaurant, which she’s recently redecorated in 
sumptuous velvet and silk brocade with touches of gold, adding 
a new glamorous bar, where customers can come for a glass of 
champagne and a plate of carpaccio or spaghetti lobster. ‘We 
strive to always provide a ‘treat’ environment,’ - Laura breaks 
off to welcome guests - ‘I’m very proud to be taking over as 
custodian of Santini and adore to be around people who love 
Santini.’ So much so that for the first time, Santini is opening 
for weekend lunches served all afternoon too. 

Restaurants are in Laura’s DNA. Although, she insists her 
parents didn’t assume she’d work at Santini, she chose to spend 
her holidays there. ‘It’s immensely challenging, a kind of 
groundhog business, yet something I feel I have been prepped 
for all my life. I realise I absorbed so much from listening to 
my father as we visited other restaurants.’ 

Aside from its fabulous food, Santini is renowned for 
attracting a rather glamorous crowd dating back to when Frank 
Sinatra was a regular. Laura remembers how he often visited in 
a gang with Albert R. “Cubby” Broccoli, producer of many 
James Bond movies. Sinatra’s favourite dishes on the menu 
included an artichoke dish created by Gino, Laura’s father, back 
in 1984, which became the signature of the restaurant. It is 
slow-cooked globe artichokes with an incredibly umami rich 
sauce made with garlic, parmesan and breadcrumbs, which 
Sinatra also liked served with homemade pappardelle. ‘It 
amuses me to think Sinatra was evidently, if perhaps 
unknowingly, a huge fan of umami,’ laughs Laura. ‘My parents 
were really in awe of him and considered it a great honour that 
he dined with us so often. I remember they were thrilled that he 
once drew them a picture of an octopus on the tablecloth for 
fun.’ Laura also remembers meeting Bill Clinton, ‘I understood 
why he had such magnetism for women. He was dashing and 
had real presence and charisma.’ 

But then it’s back to her savoury obsession, ‘umami is the 
sexy, compelling flavour that keeps everyone coming back for 
more,’ enthuses Laura. Her new bookH^ Home with Umami 
describes how to give home-cooked recipes such super savoury 
deliciousness. ‘It really does have the extraordinary ability to 
enhance individual flavours and transport everyday dishes to 
another level - it’s an absolute game changer and far from 
limited to Far Eastern cooking.’ Laura is adamant that she feels 
everything she tastes and tastes everything she feels. She 
believes too that flavours have the power to intensify, soothe, 
invigorate and inspire different feelings; I enjoy the way she 
matches moods with food. The book is divided into chapters for 



Roasted vegetables wL 
wrinkled beans, below 
chocolate cake with a 
hint of Marmite^^H 
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CROCKER’S FOLLY 



CROCKER’S FOLLY IS AN ICONIC 
LANDMARK, BRILLIANTLY 
REINVENTED FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 


CROCKERSFOLLY.COM 

24 Aberdeen Place, St Johns Wood, London, NW8 8JR 
For reservations, please call +44 (0) 207 289 9898 or email reservations@crockersfolly.com 















‘Fresh & Uplifting’ recipes including white miso and tahini 
roasted vegetables with a spicy, tangy harissa yoghurt and 
dishes from Santini’s menu such as chestnut mushroom 
carpaccio with pecorino and truffle oil and umami steak 
tagliata; ‘Mellow & Comforting’ recipes encapsulating bacon 
and cherry tomato cauliflower cheese, maple soy salmon 
(destined to become a regular in my household) and sweet 
potato cottage pie; ‘Heady & Daring’ garlic, chilli 
and parsley prawns, monkfish with mango and 
avocado salsa to walnut bagna cauda (great for 
Xmas drink parties) and the super-indulgent 
Santini dish - champagne and parmesan risotto 
with bottarga. There’s even a chapter on ‘Sweet & 

Interesting’ with everything from parmesan ice 
cream sandwiches with chocolate balsamic sauce 
to a ‘strange’ chocolate cake with a hint of 
marmite in the buttercream and a miso and sweet 
potato cheesecake I am most intrigued to try. 

Besides the cookbooks and restaurant, 

Laura has also developed the world’s first 
ever range of umami products including a 
tube of paste called Taste #5 Umami Bomb 
which is incredibly moreish and a miso 
vegetarian version with chef Nobu 
Matsuhisa, founder of Nobu no less who has 
become a close friend, and a brand new 
range of instant umami sauce sachets, all available at Waitrose. 

Unsurprisingly, Laura rates Nobu as her favourite treat meal 
out, though on weekends she is often to be found brunching 
with her teenage children and husband at Brew on Lower 
Richmond Road where she really likes the laidback 
atmosphere, popping into Byron for burgers or craving Busaba 
Eathai for its ‘super delicious’ flavours. Though after spending 
the whole week in the restaurant, Laura confesses she likes 
nothing better than what she calls ‘the best ever takeaway in 


Putney’ Holy Cow for a night in on the sofa. Her New Year’s 
resolution is to enrol for body strengthening classes with The 
Bodydoctor, David Marshall and to not need the services of the 
wonderful Central Heath physio so much. ‘I’ve had the ride of 
my life this past year, but I definitely need to take it easier and 
look after myself more next year.’ 

Christmas is a big deal in the Santtini family and now 

usually hosted by Laura. Dinner invariably starts 
with smoked salmon, nice and simple - just 
served with sour cream with plenty of fresh herbs 
stirred in. The main course however, is packed 
with umami. Laura prefers goose, ‘there’s 
something Dickensian about it. I just get really 
excited about the way it looks and the dark meat 
especially is so delicious. We always have two 
stuffings: one traditional English with chestnut 
and an Italian version with mortadella, Italian 
sausage, prosciutto, apricot, pistachio and plenty 
of my umami paste - it’s an absolute flavour 
bomb. Then there are roast potatoes, 
parsnips with soy sauce, maple syrup, a 
splash of fish sauce and sprinkling of dried 
lavender, bizarre but it really works, carrots 
with cumin, brussel sprouts with more 
chestnuts crumbled in and black pepper plus 
my own homemade cranberry and orange 
sauce.’ Laura’s key tip for taking the stress out of Christmas 
entertaining is to invest in a Wembury Warmer hotplate, and 
make the most of the leftovers. ‘I adore leftovers, especially 
served with my miracle gravy, ideally adding some chicken 
wings for extra umami. My husband has to virtually wrestle the 
carcass off me!’ Roll on Christmas, umami style. 

At Home with Umami, Laura Santtini, Ryland, Peter & Small £19.99; 

Santini Restaurant, 29 Ebury Street SW1W ONZ, 0203 641 5847; 
laurasanttini.com 



Umami has an 
extraordinary ability to 
transport everyday 
dishes to another level 
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Atul loves to meet 
visitors at the BBC 
iGood Food shows 


feel very fulfilled that we have 
done so but it’s funny that after 
doing all that we always go back 
to grandma’s old classic cuisine 
and think ‘gosh no-one can beat 
this one, it’s so good’. We keep 
the essence of both in our food. 


Why are you appearing at BBC Good 
Food Festive Fayre? 

I have done other BBC Good Food shows 
for years and enjoy doing it. I guess it’s 
being able to share the knowledge that 
I’ve gained. You come to a new country 
with your own traditions and style of 
cooking and then you absorb the 
influence, culture, cuisine and ingredients 
of where you live so your food moves on. 
When I cook in India, people say ‘you 
cook with a different twang altogether’ 
and the reason is because I’m cooking 
like a British person and I’m thinking like 
a British person but I’m holding onto my 
traditions of spices and ingredients. 

What will you be demonstrating? 

Four different dishes. I love to give ideas 
about how you can give a makeover to 
your leftover turkey. I love sharing how 
you can make a beautiful biryani, a curry 
or Indian-esque sandwiches. Mushrooms 
are in season and I love my mushrooms. 
In India, we eat them in a different way - 
curry is the most common one but 
making a kind of biryani, but in a parcel, 
that’s what I want to do. You roll it up 
with rice and then it’s baked and we serve 
it with wild berry raita. It works well. 

Can anyone attempt these recipes? 

They are quite accessible. If you have 
mushrooms, spices like coriander, cumin 
and a bog-standard garam masala, you 
should be able to attempt it. I like to keep 
my approach simple and straightforward 
but still give bang for the buck. 


How much pressure is there to maintain 
your Michelin star at Benares? 

We set our standards pretty high for 
ourselves and we try to achieve them and 
then tweak - we go for it. Also, you have 
to keep the team excited not only by 
raising the bar, but through a sense of 
achievement. Once you have that trick - 
to be able to work well with people -1 
think keeping any high standard in any 
organisation is easy. My staff and the 
people who work with me are my asset; 
they are my treasure. 

How would you describe Benares to 
readers who haven’t visited? 

We are a British Indian restaurant. We 
cook very passionately with British- 
sourced ingredients but we haven’t left 
our traditional spices. We have used every 
technology out there available to mankind 
for cooking to explore different things in 
our food. A lot of things have evolved. 
Slow cooking and water baths, cooking 
with freeze-dried techniques and pressure 
techniques - all that we have done. We 


You’ve been pivotal in changing 
people’s perceptions of modern Indian 
food. How does that make you feel? 

I don’t know how much I have changed 
people but moving away from India and 
cooking abroad has helped me change my 
perception - on the way people thought 
that I changed the perception and I’m 
grateful for that. I think it’s happened not 
only to me but to every immigrant. I’ve 
just noticed that my food has changed and 
I’m loving it, it’s something I keep 
exploring; some days I feel like a little 
child when I discover a new version of an 
ingredient I’ve never used before. Two 
weeks ago I was in Kent and the local 
farmer brought me Kentish cobnuts. They 
are wild nuts; you have to roast or steam 
them to release the nut, although roasting 
is much better. They are close to 
hazelnuts in texture and flavour. 

What are your favourite ingredients to 
work with? 

Ginger, cardamom and lime. > 
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Osterley Park 


gourmet 



Do you think the British better understand 
Indian regionalities in food nowadays? 

Over the last 20-25 years, British people 
have travelled a lot to India and have got 
to know it really well. When I came here 
in 1994, finding a South Indian restaurant 
was a quest, you couldn’t find one; now 
there are so many, not only South Indian, 
but many other regional Indian 
restaurants. People have a humongous 
understanding of what flavours you should 
expect from which region of India. I think 
that’s a testimony. It shows just how much 
people are into their food and how they’ve 
grown so much with it. 

Do you like to cook at home? 

At home I like to cook slightly more 
classically with my kids. I love using a 
spice called panch phoron (five spices). It’s 
a pickling spice used in India, also used to 
make mango pickles. I love cooking some 
of the very old classics and trying to 
emulate my mum and dad’s cooking; my 
dad was a great cook as well. There have 
been times when I have cooked my mum’s 


recipe when she was around and my 
daughter would ask her ‘what do you 
think? What would score?’ My mum is a 
harsh teacher and gave me three out of 10 
-I’m hoping that I will get there one day! 

Are your children interested in cooking? 

They love cooking. My daughter is 11 and 
my son is nine and once a week we make a 
meal together. We make a mess but we do 
create some fantastic dishes. My daughter 
is into baking. She wasn’t well yesterday, 
so to cheer her up, I came home early and 
we made raisin muffins, which were really 
delicious. My son didn’t feel like doing 
anything so he gorged on the muffins! 

How long have you lived in Isleworth? 

Since 1999.1 love it, there’s a beautiful 
village feeling to it. Osterley Park is near to 
our house, and everything is within 
commutable distance. Yes, planes are a 
nuisance but, wherever you live in London, 
there will be some kind of nuisance and I 
think I’ve become a little deaf now living 
under the flight path! 


Do you have any favourite haunts? 

There’s a local pub, which I absolutely 
adore and love to go and hang out in. It’s 
called The Hare & Hounds and it serves 
some amazing food. The new owners have 
revamped the place and made it really 
beautiful. I’ve never gone out for 
Christmas dinner anywhere as I believe in 
cooking it myself but, this year, we are 
getting together with the family and we’re 
going here for a Christmas meal rather than 
cooking it ourselves. One of our favourite 
family joints is High Road House in 
Chiswick. We love going there. 

Which chefs excite you right now? 

I love the style of food from the Hedone 
chef on Chiswick High Road [Mikael 
Jonsson]. He was a food blogger turned 
chef and won a Michelin star - and Dhruv 
Baker, his approach to food is amazing. 

He’s truly a British-Indian person. 

BBC Good Food Festive Fayre, Hampton Court 4-6 
December. Adults, £16.50, cone, available, 

0844 581 1365; bbcgoodfoodfestivefayre.com 


Turkey 

Biryani 

Recipe by Atul Kochhar 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 15 mins 
Cooking time: 30 mins 


Ingredients 

1 cinnamon stick 
1 tsp cumin seeds 
4 sliced onions 

1 tsp grated ginger 

2 garlic cloves 
1 green chilli 

1 tsp turmeric 
1 tsp coriander powder 
1 tsp garam masala 
6 tomatoes 
1 /2 tin of coconut milk 
600 g cooked turkey meat 
4 cups of basmati rice 


Method 

1. Heat the cloves, cinnamon and 
cumin seeds in some oil. As the 
spices crackle, add the onion and 
a pinch of salt, and saute until 
golden brown. 

2. Stir in the ginger, chopped garlic 
and chilli, saute for 2 min, then add 
the remaining spices for 1 min 
before blending the tomatoes to a 
paste and adding. Stir and simmer 
for 2-3 mins, add the coconut milk 
and simmer for a further 2-3 mins. 

3. When it's ready to serve, stir your 



pre-cooked diced turkey into the 
sauce and heat for 1 min. Serve 
with rice. 

For another festive recipe from Atul 
Kochhar, visit theresident.co.uk 
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We’ve been making our 

SOFT CRUNCHY SEA SALT FLAKES 

using the same artisanal methods since 1882 . 





SEASONING WITH SUBSTANCE 

Loved by theft the world over 



promotion 



Following successful | 
pop-ups in Hackney and 
Holborn, Redemption ^1 
has found its hom e in| 
IjNotting Hill ■■ 


Say yes to temptation 


With its impressive vegan menu, there’s no room for guilt at Redemption Bar 


I f someone mentions an alcohol-free 
vegan restaurant to you, it probably 
wouldn’t be a vision of Redemption 
that comes to mind. The vintage 
1960s pineapple chandelier, the neon 
artwork, the pinterest-worthy glassware, 
the marble tables, sumptuous fabrics and 
modem music playlist all create an 
atmosphere of cool, modem indulgence. 

Redemption’s CEO Catherine Salway 
explains, ‘our motto is “spoil yourself 
without spoiling yourself’ and that’s 
reflected in everything we do. Our aim 
is to create a space in which you can’t 
really do any harm to yourself, to others, 
society, animals or the planet. And yet it 




feels like a proper night out. We are 
100% vegan, 50% raw, organic where 
possible, and we hate waste. But we also 
like to have a good time.’ 

Following three successful pop-ups in 
Hackney, Holborn and Golbome Road, 
Catherine chose the centre of Notting 
Hill as the location for the first flagship 
restaurant. ‘Notting Hill is world-famous 
but it’s also the greatest concentration of 
people who are becoming more 
conscious of what they put in their 
bodies and how it affects the planet,’ 
says Catherine. 

Redemption Creative Director and 
Executive Chef, Andrea Waters, is an 
experienced restauranteur and raw food 
chef, and on a mission to challenge the 
convention that vegan food is lacking in 
taste, texture and finesse. Highlights 


from her menu are: nourishing maki 
rolls with enoki mushrooms, avocado, 
black and red quinoa, sesame seeds and 
mirco amaranth shoots; and grilled 
aubergine with tahini, pomegranate 
seeds, toasted pinenuts and micro basil, 
which delights even the most hardcore 
non-vegans. 

Innovative raw-food techniques and 
sugar replacements are giving chefs like 
Andrea the opportunity to create guilt- 
free desserts - for example vanilla and 
chocolate cheesecake made from raw 
cacao, cashews, almonds, dates, walnuts 
and coconut nectar. Just a quick check 
of Redemption’s Instagram feed will tell 
you that these are creating quite a stir. 

Redemption is open Mon-Fri 12pm 
to 11pm, Saturday 10am-11pm and 
Sunday 10am-5pm. The kitchen is open 
for brunch 10am to 3pm weekdays and 
until 5pm weekends. Dinner is served 
6-10pm. There’s a selection of fruit 
smoothies available all-day long, as well 
as good-for-you cakes, sweets, Union 
coffee and a range of teas to enjoy. 

6 Chepstow Road W2 5BH; 
redemptionbar.co.uk 
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Christmas is a time for celebrating and we've hand-picked 12 festive wines that are 
just perfect for sharing with friends and family this festive season, all with the 
character and sense of place that make our wines special. 

We've some Christmas classics like our crisp and energetic Champagne 
Gimonnet and delightfully fresh Chablis from Dampt. And for the more 
adventurous palate, we’ve selected the bracingly zesty Faithful Hound White from 
Mulderbosch and the juicy, engaging Montessu from Agricola Punica in Sardinia. 

And if you can't decide which to pick? Why not get a mixed case of all 12. 

Merry Christmas! 

For more information visit www.armitwines.co.uk or call us on 020 7908 0655. 



A 


armitWines 


Free UK mainland delivery 
on orders over £75. 
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TOM PARKER BOWLES 


Bored of turkey? It’s why I take a global outlook to Christmas 


C hristmas time, mistletoe and wine, children 
singing... Alright, enough. Please. Stop. One 
more line of Cliff’s festive fun vacuum, and 
I’ll have the damned tune in my head all day. 
Which is a very bad thing indeed. Because the 
suspiciously smooth-cheeked Septuagenarian is - like 
grog-filled chocolates, turkey and plum pudding - one 
of the more obvious downsides of British Christmas. 

In the UK, we’re pretty much alone in our 
misguided devotion to turkey. In the rest of the world, 
things are done with a little bit more, well, good taste. 
Across much of Europe, it’s Christmas Eve when the 
big party takes place. The Poles celebrate Wigilia, or 
‘eve’. Once the first star appears in the evening sky, so 
the feasting begins, involving plenty of borscht, carp 
in aspic, pickled fish, poppy seed cakes and various 
ways with dried fruit, all washed down with cold 
vodka. Lots of it. In London, Patio in Shepherd’s Bush 
gives you the genuine Polish experience. Beware, 
though, that vodka. 

Germany settles down to a Christmas Eve banquet 
involving potato salad, carp and herring, plus the 
occasional fondue or raclette. Hardly light, especially 
when Christmas Day involves roast goose, duck or 
pork. With plenty of dumplings. And lebkuchen 
cookies, plus great hunks of the ubiquitous stollen 
cake. Try Katzenjammers near Borough Market for the 
full-on German experience. 

Italy might argue as to which region gives the finest 
Christmas eating, but Christmas Eve may involve eel 
with peas and tomatoes, pasta with breadcrumbs, 
agnolotti with spinach and ricotta, cured anchovies or 


bagna cauda, depending on where you live. The next 
day is a very serious eating session indeed. Antipasto, 
with various hams and salamis, then anolini in brodo, 
or cannolini. Then meat, duck or veal or bollito misto, 
again depending on your region. Try Locanda 
Locatelli, Bocca di Lupo in Soho, Riva in Barnes or 
L’Anima in the City. 

France also goes big. Quelle surprise! Reveillon is 
the traditional chow down, eaten late on Christmas 
Eve or early on Christmas morning, after midnight 
mass. Oysters, roasted truffled capons, goose, lobster, 
foie gras, plus buche de noel and endless puddings. 
The fast is over. Let’s eat. Try Galvin Bistro Deluxe 
on Baker Street, Knightsbridge’s Bar Boulud, Terroirs 
in Trafalgar Square or, for a serious blow out, that 
gilded Grande Dame, Le Gavroche. 

If all else fails, though, follow the Japanese. 
Although Christians make up less than 1% of the 
country, they do have one Christmas Eve eating 
tradition. KFC. Seriously. Over there, the ‘Christmas 
Party Barrel’ is outrageously popular. Oh dear. Come 
back turkey, all is forgiven. 


EDITOR’S CHOICE - GLOBAL FEASTING 



Gymkhana 

Karam Sethi opened Gymkhana in Mayfair 
back in 2013, and he's won just about every 
food award going since, including a Michelin 
star. His innovative take on luxury Indian food 
is worth the hefty price tag that comes with it. 
42 Albemarle Street W1S 4JH, 020 3011 5900; 
gymkhanalondon.com 


Kurobuta 

A visit to Kurobuta is about as far away from 
dry turkey and sprouts as you can get. Scott 
Hallsworth's experimental Japanese 
restaurant has given the food scene on the 
King's Road a new lease of life. 

312 King’s Road SW3 5UH; 020 7920 64429; 
kurobuta-london.com 


Ognisko 

Head Chef at Ognisko Jan Woroniecki is 
determined to show Londoners the untapped 
gourmet potential of Polish food. This 
Christmas he'll be serving a Polish-leaning 
menu, starting with an Ognisko vodka. 

55 Exhibition Road SW7 2PN 
020 7589 0101; ogniskorestaurant.co.uk 
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20 Gerrard Street, London WID 6 Q. Tel: 020 7494 4366 


plum valley 


Elegant restaurant design 
Private karaoke rooms 


0ur m' 

exceptional 

cast iron teapots' 

bring out the rich flavours of 

our Chinese tea. 

The best companion to our innovative 
Dim Sum and sumptuous Chinese cooking 



LONDON 


Royal Garden Hotel 


ENJOY A GLASS OF THEOPHILE CHAMPAGNE 
WITH A CHOICE OF 3 BASKETS 
OF DIM SUM FOR JUST £25 PER PERSON 
AT MIN JIANG BAR. 

CHOOSE FROM STEAMED, BAKED OR FRIED 
DISHES INCLUDING CRAB MEAT DUMPLINGS, 
CHAR SIEW PUFFS AND VEGETARIAN DUMPLINGS. 

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY FOR LUNCH 
UNTIL 14:30. NO RESERVATION REQUIRED. 

TO FIND OUT MORE, 

visit www.minjiang.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY 


MIN 

JIANG 


2-24 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET LONDON W8 4PT 
TEL +44 (0)20 7937 8000 FAX +44 (0)20 7361 1991 

www.royalgardenhotel.co.uk 











Laurent-Perrier Brut NV, £38.99. 
Clear and clean with citrus 
and butterscotch notes. 
waitrosecellar.com 



Bernard Lonclas Cuvee 
Prestige NV, £30. 
Woody scent, smooth finish. 
humblegrape.co.uk 


Waris-Larmandier Sensation, 
£31. Apple, pear and citrus 
flavours, dry and crisp. 
frenchbubbles.co.uk 


Perrier-Jouet Grand Brut NV, 
French, £39. Refreshing and 
light with chattering bubbles. 
waitrosecellar.com 



The must-buy Champagne 
and chocolates to kick off 
your Christmas celebrations 



Champagne Bruno Paillard 
Blanc de Blancs Reserve, 
£38.99. Dry and quite sharp. 
spiritedwines.co.uk 


Veuve Monsigny 
Champagne Brut by Philizot, 
£9.97. Crisp, small bubbles. 
aldi.co.uk 




Hotel Chocolat, The Classic 
Christmas Luxe, £35. 
Family-sized box with crowd¬ 
pleasing festive flavours. 
hotelchocolat.com 


Chococo, large selection box, 
£18.95. Fresh chocolates and 
truffles. Beautiful Christmas gift 
chococo.co.uk 


Doisy & Dam bars, lOOg £3.50. 
Chocolate bars with superfood 
ingredients. Perfect for fans of 
superfoods. Try the Lemon, Poppy 
Seed and Baobab flavour. 
doisyanddam.com 
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Fuss free 
Christmas 


W ant to make your Christmas as 
easy as possible? Then make 
sure you order a beautiful 
real tree from Pines and 
Needles that will be delivered straight 
to your door. Customers can also 
get their tree decorated in their 
homes too. With a great choice 
of sizes - from small potted trees 
to huge twenty footers - you'll 
get a tree you love. Speak 
to the company's friendly 
team who can also 
advise you on a choice 
of decoration to suit 
your home and style, 
making this a truly 
bespoke 
experience. If 
you're really 
pushed for time, 
they can also recycle 
the tree for you too. 

For more information see 
pinesandneedles.com 
or call 020 3384 9420. 


WALTON 

CERAMICS 

OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE 



WALTON CERAMICS 
21 WALTON STREET 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
LONDON SW3 2HX 


020 7589 7386 

www.waltonceramics.co.uk 
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BANDOL 

Words ALEXANDER LARMAN 


L ocated off the Fulham 
Road, Hollywood Road 
is one of those strange 
streets that ought to be 
buzzing and, for one reason or 
another, isn’t. But the founders 
of Margaux restaurant saw 
potential here, and took on a 
difficult site to bring new 
venue, Bandol, to life. 

The concept behind Bandol is to take various 
Provencal dishes and serve them up in a sleek 
and interesting setting. Although the 
restaurant has certain in-built problems that 
will prevent it from ever feeling expansive - 
like many establishments, it is long and 
narrow, meaning that the tables have to be put 
close together - it has a stylish and modem 
atmosphere, helped by top-notch lighting that 
flatters diners and enables even the most 
botoxed patron to feel that the work was 
worth it, after all. 

Still, it’s the food that you’re here for, and 
it doesn’t disappoint. The menu divides into 
sharing-sized starters and more conventional 
main courses; the former are fish-heavy, 
whereas the latter are more mixed. Sardines 
were cooked beautifully, although my 



COST 

Dinner for two around£120 

GOOD FOR... 

Provencal food and wine good 
enough to transport you there 

WHAT TO EAT... 

That black ink risotto isgoingto 
make many people very happy 

WHAT TO KNOW... 

Many of the wines come in 
75ml, 125ml, 175ml and500 ml 
servings, allowingjorplenty 
ofchoice 

RESIDENT 

RATING 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


aversion to them meant that 
my guest ended up eating the 
lion’s share, and octopus 
carpaccio, which was delectable. Best of the 
sharing plates, however, is black ink risotto 
with squid, which is one of the nicest things 
that I’ve eaten in ages. Main courses of rack 
of lamb and rabbit were both top-notch, 
although the side portions of creamed 
spinach and mashed potato felt small and 
less than cheap at £4 a pop. 

If you can leave space for pudding, the 
chocolate gateau is divine, showing that the 
culinary wizardry here is capable of great 
things. And oenophiles were be delighted by 
the comprehensive wine list, which has 
especial emphasis - naturally - on Provencal 
and French wines. At last, the Hollywood 
Road actually has somewhere that should 
have its name up in lights. 

6 Hollywood Rood SW10 9HU, 020 7351 1322; 
barbandol.co.uk 
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F or the ultimate luxurious, private 
escape head to Peter Island, the 
largest private island of the 60-odd 
islands, cays and exposed reefs 
that make up the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI). It’s not quite undiscovered 
Caribbean (footballer Rio Ferdinand hired 
out the entire island for his wedding in 
2009 and Robert De Niro has stayed here 
too) but if you find yourself as a castaway, 
Peter Island is the place to wash ashore. 

Rio and Robert aren’t the only famous 
faces associated with this paradise island. 
Early visitors are said to have included 
Christopher Columbus, Sir Francis 
Drake and even Blackbeard, who is 
rumoured to have buried treasure here. It 
wasn’t until the late 1960s, when a 
Norwegian millionaire bought the idyllic 
island, built a marina and some A-framed 
chalets, that it became a resort. Over the 
years, additional building and extensive 
renovations have transformed it into the 
luxury resort it is today. It now has 52 
guest rooms and junior suites as well as 
three super-luxe designer villas. 


Travelling to Peter Island involves 
flying from London to Antigua, where 
you’ll transfer from BA to local 
Caribbean airline LIAT, which feels like 
a sky bus - stopping down at St Kitts 
and Nevis and St. Maarten before you 
reach Tortola, the capital of the BVI. 
From Tortola, Peter Island is around four 
miles away out at sea. We were whisked 
from one island to the other via private 


yacht, an exhilarating experience arriving 
in the dark of night. 

After a warm Caribbean welcome, we 
were shown around our villa. We stayed 
in Crow’s Nest, a chic and stylish gated 
villa with four bedroom suites, a private 
swimming pool and panoramic views of 
the Sir Francis Drake channel. With a 
well-stocked bar and, with access to our 
own personal butler, chef and housekeeper 
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ITC Luxury Travel (01 244 355 527; 
itcluxurytravel.co.uk) has prices from 
SH,765 per person based on 2 adults 
aring an Ocean View Room for 7 nights 
on a room only basis including return 
economy flights with British Airways 
from London Gatwick and internal 
flights with LIAT and transfers. / 
Saving up to £530 A 
per person* 
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we wanted for nothing during our time 
here - aside from more hours in the day 
to make the most of our luxurious 
surroundings. One could happily hole up 
in one of the island’s three private villas; 
the biggest is Falcon’s Nest, which can 
accommodate 12, has its own infinity- 
edge pool, dipping pool, large outdoor 
whirlpool and a three-story waterfall 
with grotto, while Hawks Nest sleeps six 
to 10 guests and has jaw-dropping views 
of Deadman’s Bay and the harbour. 

Do leave your villa though, because it 
would be rude to visit this 1,800 acre- 
island and not explore it. Keen on 
keeping fit? A private island in the 
Caribbean may not seem an obvious 
gym-bunny retreat, but there’s a five- 
mile uphill loop with walking, running 
and biking trails. There are water 
stations on the loop to keep you 
hydrated and what better way to cool 
down at the end than with a swim in the 
Caribbean sea? Choose between the 
island’s five secluded beaches: 
Deadman’s Bay, Little Deadman’s Bay, 


Honeymoon Beach (for two), Big Reef 
Bay and White Bay - each with glorious 
golden sand and stunning turquoise sea. 

The good news for those needing to 
refuel, or simply those with an 
appreciation for good food, is that 
Executive Chef Lisa Sellers (from 
Birmingham) cooks up a storm in the 
Peter Island kitchens. Tradewinds is the 
resort’s signature restaurant, serving a 
mix of Asian-Caribbean cuisine. The 
Gala Buffet on Saturday evenings is an 
extravagant affair; choose between a vast 
array of delectable dishes or order from 
the fresh pasta station. Desserts are 
impressive too. Tradewinds is also open 
for breakfast, and you must try Jean 
Kelly’s famous French toast (and, if you 
like it, buy the t-shirt too). A truly 
memorable meal for me was the BBQ at 


Deadman’s Beach Bar and Grill: fresh 
fish, lobster and perfectly chargrilled 
meats. For a special occasion (or if 
you’re feeling antisocial) you can request 
private dining. We had an in-villa dinner 
party one night and the standard of 
cooking and service was second to none. 

If the lure of a private island isn’t 
enough to entice you, how about an 
impressive 10,000 sq ft Ayurvedic spa? 
Treat yourself to an amazing 75-minute 
Peter Island Signature massage and then 
relax by the pool, in the tranquillity 
garden, or the ocean-side jacuzzi. 

To explore a bit more of the BVI, 
head out for a sail. We set off on a half¬ 
day sail on Simaril, a classic 51 ft Hans 
Christian Sloop with Jason and Lindsay 
Geyser, Captain and First Mate. Their 
love of the water is infectious - and their 
hospitality is legendary. It’s a great 
opportunity to swim and snorkel in some 
mesmerising secluded coves, and find 
out more about the area. Other 
excursions on offer include deep-sea 
fishing, golf and shopping in St. Thomas, 
offshore scuba diving and day trips to 
The Baths on Virgin Gorda. Or you 
could just lounge by the beach, with no 
one else there to judge you. 
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ROOM TO 

BREATHE 

Only go miles from London, Gravetye Manor feels 
a world apart from the frantic pace of city living 

Won* VICKY MAYER 


I t may have been built back in 1958 
but Gravetye Manor is showing no 
signs of slowing down. This 
magnificent country house hotel in 
West Sussex is the perfect destination for 
time poor, cash rich Londoners, who are 
looking for some serious r’n r. 


Sleep in style 


The hotel lies resplendent in its own 
1,000 acre estate, which gives you that 
great feeling of a country escape, despite 
it being only 30 miles from the city. 

While other hotels rush to join 
whatever interiors trend is happening 
that year, the assured Gravetye Manor is 
happy to stick with its grown-up wood 
panelling and luxurious soft furnishings. 

The bedrooms are gorgeously 
decorated in muted hues while the 
hotel’s splendidly appointed reception 
rooms and dining room offer you the 
chance to live like a Lord (even if it’s 
only for the weekend!). 

Head Chef George Blogg recently 
won his first Michelin star for his 
seasonal menu including dishes like pine 
smoked haunch of venison and raspberry 
crumble souffle, so dinner is a must. 

Nearby attractions include Hever 
Castle and Sheffield Park, but when the 
Manor’s gorgeous formal gardens 


surround you, why leave? Here you can 
explore the pleasures of the croquet lawn 
and walled garden, all beautifully tended 
to by the hotel’s seven full-time gardeners. 

Whether you are planning a romantic 
weekend away or a calm midweek break, 
Gravetye Manor is the perfect place to 
chill, read a big book and rediscover the 
pleasure of lounging around in luxury. 


Gravetye 


Manor 


offers 


TRAVEL NOTES 

Gravetye Manor is a member of the Relais 
& Chateaux group. Overnight stays at 
Gravetye Manor start at £260 for a double 
room for two with breakfast. For further 
information, visit relaischateaux.com/ 
gravetyemanor or call 0800 344 5087 
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ALPINE 

LUXURY 

CHALETS 

The Ultimate portfolio of luxury ski accomodation 



Amazon Creek, Chamonix 





For more information visit our website: www.alpineluxurychalets.com ^ABTA 

Or simply call us on: 020 3358 0284 abtano.d4oso 
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TR I P 

NOTES 


Rooms at 24 Royal Terrace 
range from £90 per night for an 
Executive Single to £200 for a 
Junior Suite. The Executive 
Apartment is £225 per night. 
To book call 0131 297 2424 
V or see 24royaI A 

Ifev terrace.co.uk .V- 


[Edinburgh by night, as | 
Iviewed from Calton Hill 


MODERN 

ATHENS 

Edinburgh is a beautiful city crammed with 
awe-inspiring art , architecture and heritage 

Words VICTORIA PURCELL 


E dinburgh is the Athens of the 

North, or at least that’s how the 
city fancied itself as it gained a 
reputation as a centre of ideas in 
philosophy, economics and medicine in 
the 1700s. And it wasn’t too bold a claim. 

With more than 4,500 listed buildings, 
the beautiful Scottish capital is renowned 
for its architecture. The Royal Mile, 
a cobbled street lined with Reformation 
buildings, stone walls and turrets, leads 
the way through the Old Town to the 
magnificent medieval fortress that is 
Edinburgh Castle, while the New Town 
boasts pristine Georgian terraces. On one 
of these, you’ll find 24 Royal Terrace, 
a boutique hotel designed by architect 
William Playfair in the 1820s, which 
reopened in the summer after a million- 
pound overhaul. The original features of 
the building have been retained and the 
striking interior design partners antique 
furnishings with soft furnishings in rich, 
graphic-print Villa Nova fabrics that 
invoke a sense of Georgian grandeur for 
a more contemporary crowd. A black- 
and-white chequered floor leads you 
through the door to a smart, red-carpetted 
staircase. The ascent to your room will 
take some time, however, because the 
walls host the hotelier’s £500,000 private 


art collection, including works by 
Sir Terry Frost and Scottish artists like 
John Bellany and Henry Kondracki. 

Our Feature Deluxe suite had opulent 
Osborne & Fittle wallpaper in shades of 
silver and lilac, jewel-coloured fabrics 
and a roll-top bath that had crept out of 
the bathroom to make a statement. The 
room overlooked the tiered garden, from 
which you can access Calton Hill. Part of 
the city’s UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Site, the hill boasts 
magnificent views 
over the city. From 
there it’s a short 
walk into the 
centre, where you 
can choose to 
wander the Old 
or New Towns, 
separated by the 
lush, green Princes Street Gardens. 

Edinburgh is pretty compact, so you 
can get around most of it on foot. If the 
hotel’s art collection piques your interest, 
head for the Royal Scottish Academy in 
the centre of town. Other must-visits 
include the National Galleries of Scotland 
- the National (Old Town), Portrait (New 
Town) and Modem (West End). 


All this exploration requires fuel. The 
Witchery and Castle Terrace, both near 
Edinburgh Castle, regularly feature on 
lists of the city’s best restaurants, and The 
Kitchin, by Tom and Michaela Kitchin, 
has plenty of accolades to warrant the 
taxi ride to Leith waterfront. To sample 
the national cuisine, head for Broughton 
Street, where you can find haggis, neeps 
and tatties at the charming Cafe Nom De 
Plume. Look up 
Nell Nelson’s 
Edinburgh Food 
Safari for a 
walking tour that 
includes plenty of 
local delicacies. 

Back at the 
hotel, enjoy a 
nightcap at rt’s bar, 
which has a fine 
range of whiskies 
(the Royal Terrace nickname was once 
Whisky Row because so many spirit 
merchants lived there) and cocktails. 

Then retire to your room, where the 
Samsung Smart TV lets you stream your 
current box-set obsession from your own 
Netflix account. Who needs to visit 
Europe when a thoroughly Modem 
Athens is so very close? 
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ARTIST-QUALITY PRIVATE PORTRAITS TO LOVE AND TREASURE 

In the age of the throwaway selfie, an artist-quality portrait is a gift to love and treasure. Accomplished celebrity photographer 
Charles Glover has photographed everyone from Sir Richard Branson to Mary Berry, members of the Royal Family to the 
British Cabinet. He offers exclusive private portrait commissions of you and your family at your London home. 

This Christmas he has devised a very special package for readers of The Resident. Book a private shoot and 
receive a large, artist-quality print to hang in your home, plus 20 free cards to send as festive greetings to loved ones. 

A portrait to love and treasure: the perfect, exclusive gift this festive season, also available as a personal gift 

card for you to give to family and friends. 


charlesglove 



Contact Charles to discuss your requirements 
07957 617 857 or charles@charlesglover.co.uk 


www.charlesglover.co.uk 
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Dalai Lama has launched a 
fulness course, with the extra-| 
icular seen as a vital way to 
pupils blow off some steaml 


Words SOPHIE STEAD 


outgoing Master of Wellington College, 
made headlines when he introduced 
mindfulness lessons into his school. 
Offering support strategies to children 
when they are still young allows them to 
build resilience and develop clever ways 
of dealing with problems that come their 
way at any stage in their lives. 

Prior Preparation 

Exams are a stressful part of school life 
for any child and increasing exam 
pressure has seen the rates of depression 
in schools rise rapidly over the last 
decade. However, it doesn’t need to be 
that way. Putting together a plan with 
your child far ahead of their exams 
allows them to feel in control of their 
time, knowing that they will reach their 
goals if they keep to plan. It’s easy for 
your own anxieties about exams to feed 
back down to your children, but a clear 
understanding of what the exam is about, 
where your child needs to focus and what 
the end goal is makes the whole 
experience much calmer. 


Christmas 

CHEER 

A recent study states our children are some 
of the unhappiest in the world. So how do 
we put a smile on hack on their faces? 


I f you ask parents what they 
want their children to be 
when they grow up, they 
often say ‘happy’. If you 
ask children what they want to 
be they shout out dream jobs, 
from a pilot and doctor, to 
engineer and astronaut. 

Learning how to be happy often 
isn’t seen as a priority when 
you are young. However, in a 
recent study by the Children’s 
Society, English school children 
are among some of the 
unhappiest in the world. An important 
question to consider is how can we 
protect our children from this trend? 


Mindfulness 

Mindfulness may have once sat firmly in 
the realm of the self-help bookshelves, 
but the results for lowering stress levels, 
depression and increasing happiness has 
meant that it has now become part of 
mainstream society and now part of some 
schools’ curriculum. Even the Dalai 
Lama has got involved. In September, he 
launched a mindfulness course, exploring 
a series of questions to help understand 
what would make a happier society with 
proven results on individual wellbeing. 

Mindfulness is the technique of 
focusing the mind on the ‘now’ and 
enjoying the present rather than thinking 
ahead to worries around the comer. In an 
age where children are bombarded with 
information almost every waking hour, 
mindfulness provides that much needed 
quiet moment to recoup and bring a sense 
of calm. Dr Anthony Seldon, the 


Sophie Stead is a part of the Enjoy Education 
team, London’s leading private tuition 
company. Find out more by calling 020 7352 
8800 or visiting enjoyeducation.co.uk 


Extra- Curricular Activities 

There is nothing like getting outside of 
the classroom and doing other activities 
to really blow away those worries. 
Having a good range of extra-curricular 
interests that your child enjoys and aren’t 
exam-focused will allow them to build 
their confidence and understand that 
school, although crucially important, is 
only one aspect of a well-rounded part of 
growing up. Life is all about balance. 


A Problem Shared 


The Children’s Society are 
calling for counselling to be 
provided as mandatory in 
schools across England. 
Vocalising their feelings on a 
particular issue is the first 
step to encouraging children to be open 
about the problems or anxieties that they 
are facing at school and understand how 
to solve those problems. This can be 
easily integrated into home life, whether 
it’s a chat in the car on the way home 
from school or sitting down as a family a 
couple of nights a week to talk through 
everyone’s day. 
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Embracing an innovative, modem approach whilst keeping 
traditional values at its core, Kew House School takes an exciting 
stance on 21st century education. With state-of-the-art facilities, 
a broad curriculum and excellent pastoral care, Kew House is 
a place where you would want to be - a place of learning and 
discovery, laughter and friendship. 


Open Days 

December 3 rd /8 th (7pm/9.30am) 

January 12 th (9.30am) 

February 5 th /9 ,h (9.30am/9.30am) 


^^KEWHOUSE 


T: 0208 742 2038 
E: info@kewhouseschool.com 
W: www.kewhouseschool.com 


An independent co-educational senior school @kewhouseschool 

for students aged 11-18 in West London 
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WINNING 

FORMULA 

With secondary schools and problems with places back in the news, 
one local institution shows the way forward 


Words MARK KEBBLE 



I f I was a little more cynical, I would 
have raised an eyebrow at the 
trophy that greets me as I walk into 
Mark Hudson’s headmaster’s office 
at Kew House School - but you get the 
sense this is part of the norm at this 
incredibly successful independent senior 
school. ‘I didn’t think we would be a 
football school,’ he says, explaining it’s 
for winning a recent under 12 5-a-side 
tournament, ‘but that success flows 
through the school. Success breeds 
success. I am very keen to promote our 
sports people.’ 

Since opening its doors in September 
2013 - the third school managed by the 
Gardener Schools Group (formerly 
London Preparatory Schools) - Kew 
House School has experienced 
unprecedented success. ‘Remarkable,’ is 
how Mark sums up those three years. 
‘The enthusiasm of our parents and 
children has really been remarkable. The 
students love coming to school, they 
come in with a smile on their faces. It’s a 
happy, hard working school. The spirit 
and atmosphere has exceeded my wildest 
dreams. Parents like the curriculum 
structure, they love the 
facilities and most 
importantly they 
appreciate the quality 
of teaching.’ 

Demand for 
entrance at 11+ 
continues to grow - 
‘We have nearly 300 
students in the school, we probably 
expected to be at around 180 after year 
three,’ Mark smiles - so it’s little 
surprise that September 2016 will see the 
launch of their Sixth Form. ‘That was 
always intended,’ Mark points out, ‘Kew 
House was set up as an 11-18-year-old 
school. We have a brand new Sixth Form 


block on the drawing board. Our original 
Year 9s have now reached Year 11, so 
they will form the first intake to the 
Sixth Form in 2016, along with a few 
external students who will join at that 
point, subject to them meeting the 
entrance criteria. We will be looking for 
a level of maturity in those students. Do 
they share the 
enthusiasm for learning 
we have got here?’ 

As Mark gives me a 
guided tour, it’s 
amazing to see how 
much has changed at 
Kew House School 
since I first visited two 
years ago. There are new classrooms, 
state-of-the-art equipment, a theatre 
space that seats 300 - and by using some 
clever design tricks, the new Sixth Form 
block will actually see the school have 
more outside space rather than less. 

‘There will be 12 teaching spaces and, 
most importantly, we have designed an 


independent learning centre,’ Mark says 
on what to expect. ‘It’s my belief that 
students in the Sixth Form will need to 
adapt to being independent learners. We 
will be offering three A levels, although 
some may be able to do four. All lessons 
will be three hours long [Kew House 
School has become renowned for its 
longer lessons from Year 7 through to 
Year 11], two sessions a day, reflecting 
what they will experience at university.’ 

Everything about Kew House School 
exudes positivity and, with the demand, 
would they open another school? After a 
brief pause and smile, Mark does suggest 
the Gardener Schools Group are 
considering another site, but he’s quick 
to add: ‘I am not going anywhere.’ 
Expect many more trophies to be on 
show in the years to come. 

Kew House School is now accepting 
applications for Sixth Form entrance in 2016 
and will be holding an Open Evening on 19 
January, 2016, at 7pm. For more details, please 
call 020 8742 2038 or visit kewhouseschool.com 


The spirit and 
atmosphere in the 
school has exceeded 
my wildest dreams 
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Broadway 


West 


www.broadwayandwestco.uk 



CATSFIELD PLACE, BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX, TN33 
£2,200,000 FREEHOLD 

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY 

A substantial grade II listed country house dating back to the early 17th century, in a rural 
setting and close to the historical town of Battle in East Sussex. 

The accommodation comprises 7 bedrooms, 6 principal reception rooms, a leisure complex 
and indoor swimming pool, an office suite, two annexes, garaging for several cars and two 
tennis courts. The grounds extend to approx. 3 acres. 

The house benefits from wonderful period features including inglenooks in the drawing room 
and an open fireplace in the study. There are throughout the house exposed beams and 
timbers, sash windows, wooden, flagstone and tiled floors. 

The property has been extensively renovated over the years with original features 
accentuated and modern additions brought in or enhanced. 

PROPERTY FEATURES 

- Grade II listed 17th Century manor house 

- 7 bedrooms, 6 receptions 

- Office & 2 further annexes 

- Tennis courts, indoor swimming pool 

- Grounds and gardens of 3 acres 

- Potential business opportunity 

- The whole area in excess of 22k square feet 

NEAREST TRANSPORT LINKS 

- Crowhurst -1.35 miles 

- Battle - 2.02 miles 

- Bexhill - 3.26 miles 





HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
121 Fulham Palace Road | Hammersmith | London 
T: 020 8834 7030 

E: enquiries@broadwayandwest.co.uk 
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Be spoilt for choice when deciding which room to entertain festive guests in at this 
impressive five-bedroom property in Cadogan Place, S W1. Arranged over the basement, 
ground and four upper floors, the accommodation has a first-floor drawing room, formal 
dining room, family room, oak-panelled library drawing room and home cinema room. 

Cadogan Place, SW1, £25,000,000. Beauchamps Estates, 020 7499 7722; beauchamp.co.uk 
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DRUCE 


PRIME LONDON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 



TADEMA ROAD, SW10 
£1,495,000 FREEHOLD 

A rare to the market unique town house in Chelsea within this wonderfully designed 
private gated informal communal terrace. With off street private secure parking and 
a secure entry system. The property is utterly charming and spacious and offers an 
excellent entertaining area with an open plan reception and kitchen. The property has 
recently been refurbished and is offered in excellent condition with wonderful wooden 
floors in the main living area. 



EDITH GROVE, SW10 
£1,399,500 

A wonderful bright apartment with its own private entrance on the raised ground floor. The 
property is essentially the upper part of a wonderful house in the heart of Chelsea and close 
to all the local amenities of King's Road, Fulham Road and South Kensington. The property is 
beautifully presented throughout and has wonderful wooden floors, high ceilings and many 
period features mixed with a wonderful twist of modern finishes throughout. There are three 
double bedrooms, two bathrooms, large open plan reception with a wonderful kitchen. The 
apartment has a wonderful private terrace and is drenched in abundance of light due to the 
positioning of the property and it is quiet and calm despite being in the hub of Chelsea. 



QUEEN’S GATE, SW7 
£1,250 PER WEEK 

An extremely stunning duplex with a wealth of entertaining and living space the 
property benefits further from a wonderful private terrace/patio which you can use 
all year due to the retractable roof and there is an abundance of light throughout 
the apartment. The property has been designed well and benefits from two double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a guest bathroom, a study and a separate cloakroom. 



LET IN THREE DAYS 


STANHOPE GARDENS, SW7 
£595 PER WEEK 

A lovely 2 bedroom flat on the 2nd floor of this well kept period building and 
benefiting from both South Kensington and Gloucester Road tube stations and 
amenities. Good size bright reception room overlooking the communal gardens, 2 
double bedrooms, modern bathroom with shower over bath and a well equipped 
kitchen. Available at the start of December on an unfurnished basis. 



10 GLOUCESTER ROAD, LONDON SW7 4RB 

CAROLINE DE HAYILLANDE | SALES MANAGER , JAMES PEARCE | LETTINGS MANAGER 

0207 581 3771 • sw7sales@druce.com O PlTuG .com sw7lettings@druce.com • 0207 581 3772 
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Property news - discover the 
latest moves in luxurious 
living and working spaces in 
the capital 

5 of the best... living areas for 
Christmas entertaining 


99 

108 


My Month- Richard Ashcroft 
from Knight Frank offers his 
view on the property market 

A word from... Robert Cox of 
Harrods Estates on buying and 
selling at Christmas time 


126 


My dream home - A stunning 
property in Onslow Gardens 
from Druce 


138 HotTrend-WhySilk 

Chinoiserie wallpaper is back 
in vogue 



A s we approach Christmas, 
our homes become more 
important than ever - the 
place where we welcome 
friends and family, where we entertain 
and relax. It has been an interesting year 
for the London property market, not least 
the influence of the general election, but 
ultimately bricks and mortar in our capital 
remain a sound investment as well as the 
place where we lay our hat. 


Karen Tait, Property Editor 


Editor’s pick: This extended 
six/seven bedroom house 
on Chelsea Square, SW3, 
was stripped back to the 
walls and a ‘new’ house 
built within the shell, with a 
spectacular kitchen, elegant 
drawing room and luxurious 
master bedroom suite: 
£18,995,000 (John D Wood 8c 
Co, 020 7352 1484 8c Knight 
Frank, 020 7349 4300) 
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Your update on London’s homes & interiors 


Parliament penthouses 


C omprising two spacious 

residences, The Penthouse 
Collection at Parliament House, 
on the Albert Embankment, 
offers breathtaking 360-degree views 
across the capital. Inside there’s bespoke 
parquet flooring, floor-to-ceiling glazing, 
designer kitchens, opulent bathrooms, 
audio-visual Crestron control systems and 
coffered ceilings to all rooms. 

The Triplex Penthouse’s top three 


floors crown the development, while it 
also has a large private terrace with 
barbeque and hot tub. Access to each 
floor is via a helical wooden staircase, 
leading to an automated glass rooflight 
with access to a second roof terrace at the 
pinnacle of Parliament House, offering 
sweeping views up the Thames towards 
the Houses of Parliament. From leading 
London developer Telford Homes, the 
penthouses are priced at £6m and £3m. 
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x The penthouses at 
Parliament House oft^f 
breathtaking views 






























































In a first for the international hotel group, the Dorchester 
Collection has signed an agreement with super-prime 
residential scheme Mayfair Park Residences on Stanhope Gate, 
to provide its exclusive services to private residents. Owners of 
the 18 apartments the Clivedale London development, will be 
offered in-home dining, 24-hour concierge and housekeeping 
services, with room service being delivered from the 45 Park 
Lane hotel. The Dorchester Collection will also manage a health 
club within the development. With interiors courtesy of Jouin 
Manku - the practice behind Maison van Cleef & Arpels in New 
York and Alain Ducasse at Hotel Plaza Athenee in Paris - 


A DORCHESTER FIRST 


Mayfair Park Residences spans three adjacent buildings with 
prices for the majority of the apartments expected to be 
approximately £5,000/sq ft (completion 2018). 



You won’t want to leave these offices at 5.30pm 



1 5* 

. 


1 

ter 

r ‘.l L . 




mjm 

r “ I 






London’s most luxurious offices 

An Art Deco marble and gold staircase, gold-plated 
Armani-hotel washrooms, timber flooring imported 
from a 16th-century monastery in Tuscany, and 
in-office dining provided by celeb restaurant La 
Petite Maison - if this doesn't sound like your offices, 
maybe you should encourage your boss to take a 
look at 54 Brooks Mews in Mayfair. 

The result of the most expensive commercial fit-out 
(a record £500/sq ft) to be undertaken in London, 
the development has taken over 16 months with 
some £4m being spent on the project - £3m alone 
was spent on furnishing just three floors of luxurious 
office interiors, £lm per floor. 

Enstar Capital commissioned award-winning 
architects Stiff & Trevillion to design a lavish scheme 
for the building, which includes a restored Art Deco 
entrance with a new '54' entrance sign replicating 
Steve Rubell's famous 'Studio 54' nightclub logo of 
the 1970s. 


28.4/c, 

The increase in 
average rents for 
private properties 
in Westminster last 
year, the highest 
rent rise anywhere 
in the UK 

Source: Direct Line for Business 


property 


70RK 


Where will 
we find your 
perfect buyer? 

As the exclusive UK affiliate of 
Christie’s International Real Estate 
network, we can reach quality 
buyers in 44 countries via 932 
offices and a website visited 
135,600 times a month. 

struttandparker.com 


STRUTT 

CHRISTIE’S -PARKER 


theresident.co.uk | December 2015 89 









































property 


5 of the best... 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

These inviting living areas make the perfect 
space for a Christmas party or festive gathering 



NEW YORK LOFT-STYLE 

Chelsea Galleries, SW3, £5,750,000 

This stylish triplex apartment offers excellent entertaining space, 
including this spacious kitchen/dining area that has a separate island - 
the perfect area to prepare a Christmas dinner. There is an en suite 
bathroom for each of the three bedrooms, plus underground parking. 

Aylesford International, 020 7351 2383 



WIDE OPEN SPACE 

Carlisle Mansions, SWi, £5,000,000 

With high ceilings and a width measuring in excess of 50 ft, this one-floor 
lateral apartment is ample for large groups. The refurbished home 
retains original features such as the cornicing and ceiling roses, and has 
five bedrooms, a double drawing room and dining room 

Maskells, 020 7581 2216 



WHITE WONDER 

George Street, WiH, £2,400,000 

This beautifully-presented first-floor apartment boasts 3.5 metre ceiling 
heights - so plenty of room for a Christmas tree. The apartment comprises 
a master bedroom with en-suite, second double bedroom, second 
bathroom, plus this bright and spacious open-plan reception and kitchen. 

Century 21 Sophia Elena, 020 7229 1414 



TRADITIONAL FEEL 

Pont Street, SWi, £3,950,000 

It's hard to think of a better room than this for a post-Christmas dinner 
nap or game of cards. Regally decorated yet intensely cosy, its rich 
colour palette makes it feel inviting, while there is a separate dining 
area. This spacious Chelsea apartment has two bedrooms. 

Strutt & Parker, 020 7235 9959 
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Online 


For more photos 
from this feature 
visit theresident. 
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GRAND SPLENDOUR 

Hill Street, WiJ, £16,950,000 

Feel like royalty in this three-bed room Mayfair apartment. The 
home's quality finishes, such as the fine mahogany joinery and 
fabric-lined walls, make it look and feel impressive. The ground floor 
tigs'four adjoining reception rooms, a terrace and a kitchen/ 
breal<TDst-FQom, whilst the sumptuous first-floor drawing room 
features three pairs of French doors opening onto a balcony. 
Beauchamp Estates, 020 7499 7722 
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facebook.com/struttandparker 
twitter.com/struttandparker 

struttandparker.com 

Ovington Mews, Chelsea SW3 £1,600 per week* Unfurnished 


* The following Tenant Charges may apply prior to tenancy commencement: Tenancy Agreement 

£210 (inc VAT) Credit References per application £54 (inc VAT). All advertised prices are excluded of 
utility and other associated services. 


A member of 


(^nTheMarketc 


This light house offers well laid 
out accommodation with a wide 
spacious entrance hall, a first floor 
reception room with unusually 
high ceilings and air conditioning 
on the second floor. 


1,440 sq ft (133 sq m) 

Reception room I Kitchen I Four 
bedrooms I Three bathrooms I Patio 
garden I EPC rating D 

Chelsea 020 7589 9966 

chelsea.lettings@struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 
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Courtnell Street, [slotting Hill W2 £2,750 per week* Unfurnished 



2,080 sq ft (193 sq m) 

Two reception rooms I Four bedrooms I 
Two bathrooms I Patio garden I EPC 
rating F 

Notting Hill 020 7221 1111 

nottinghill.lettings@struttandparker.com 


A stunning four bedroom period 
house, ideally situated in the heart 
of Notting Hill. Presented in 
immaculate order throughout. 


exclusive affiliate of 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


* The following Tenant Charges may apply prior to tenancy commencement: Tenancy Agreement £210 
(inc VAT) Credit References per application £54 (inc VAT). All advertised prices are excluded of utility 
and other associated services. 


nTheMarket 


A member of 
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facebook.com/struttandparker 



exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


A stunning three/four bedroom 
house, with a pretty garden and 
separate garage, set within this 
peaceful cul-de-sac in the heart 
of Notting Hill. 


1,578 sq ft (146 sq m) 

Entrance hall I Kitchen/dining room I 
Drawing room I Three bedrooms I 
Bathroom I Study I Guest room I 
Separate cloakroom I Garden I Garage 

Notting Hill 020 7221 1111 

nottinghill@struttandparker.com 


Pj twitter.com/struttandparker 


struttandparker.com 


Pencombe Mews, Notting Hill W11 


£2,950,000 Freehold 


A member of (•)nThe/V\arket com 
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South Terrace, Knightsbridge SW7 


£6,950,000 Freehold 



mwwM 


7777777TL. 


3,000 sq ft (278 sq m) 

Two reception rooms I Kitchen with 
conservatory breakfast room I Family 
room with conservatory I Study I Five 


A five bedroom family house 
which has been sympathetically 
renovated and extended, offering 






§ 




M 


. 



0% - f 



Ibkb 

|l|| 

llg§ 

.i : i 

jjiiS 


■88 


light and elegant living and the bedrooms I Four bath/shower rooms I 


benefit Of a south-facing garden. Cloakroom I Utility room I South-facing 

garden I Balcony 


Chelsea 020 7225 3866 

chelsea@struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 


CHRISTIE’S 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


A member of (S)nThe/V\arket com 
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Pembroke Square, Kensington W8 Price Upon Application Freehold 
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In need of modernisation, an 
attractive four bedroom Grade II 
Listed house with a fabulous 
47 ft long west-facing garden, 
positioned on the favoured 
western side of this well located 
and elegant garden square. 


1,754 sq ft (163 sq m) 

Entrance hall I Drawing room I 
Kitchen/breakfast room I Dining room I 
Conservatory I Four bedrooms I 
Bathroom I Cloakroom I Front garden I 
West-facing rear garden I Access to 
communal square garden and tennis 
court 

Kensington 020 7938 3666 

kensington@struttandparker.com 



exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 

A member of (5)nThe/V\arket com 






































RIVERSIDE LOCATION 


PRIVATE BALCONY 


FITNESS SUITE 


24-HOUR CONCIERGE 


PARKING 


If you buy an apartment at Fulham Riverside before Christmas we could pay your 
Stamp Duty worth up to £36,750*. 

Fulham Riverside, SW6 offers an exclusive selection of one, two and three-bedroom 
apartments, duplexes, triplexes and townhouses. The development wraps around an 
acre of beautifully landscaped gardens featuring mature planting and water features. 
All homes have private outdoor space and offer stylish and modern open-plan living. 

Residents at Fulham Riverside benefit from 24hr concierge, underground car parking, 
a fitness suite, proposed waterfront cafe and stunning river views. 

Prices from £545,000** 

To reserve now and move in time for Christmas, CBRE 

please call 0844 225 0032 or visit www.barrattlondon.com/fulham 


BAR RATT 

-LONDON- 


* Offer available on selected plots only. Terms and conditions apply. See website for details, subject to contract and status. Offer is to pay the purchaser's actual liability for Stamp 
Duty or an agreed fixed sum. ** All prices correct at time of going to press. Images include optional upgrades at additional cost. Calls to our 0844 numbers cost 7 pence per minute 
plus your phone company’s access charge. 
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Warriner Gardens 

GUIDE PRICE: £2,895,000 

A beautiful five-bedroom period house 
over three floors, with a ground-floor 
kitchen leading to a patio garden. 

KnightFrank.co.uk/battersea 
battersea@knightfrank.com 
020 3597 7670 


W* Knight 
Frank 
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It’s a buyer's market in the current property economic climate 

8 V RIGHARD ASHCROFT 


Describe an exceptional property that 
has come on to the market... 

We've recently taken on two new adjoining 
properties in the Ransome's Dock 
development, Battersea. Both of the three-bed 
properties with open living space have been 
developed and designed 
by the fantastic team at 
CLPD Developers Ltd. The 
raw marble surfaces, 
juxtaposed with distressed 
metal worktops and 
exposed concrete, result 
in a stunning finish. The 
attention to detail is 


Demand is strong for 
properties in the best 
condition and on a prime 
floor, street or square 


What has been the 
most challenging 
aspect of your month? 

I would say the most 
challenging aspect of this 
month has been 
managing vendors' 
expectations and 
conveying to them how 
the market we are in is 
shifting, whilst at the same 
time sticking closely to the active applicants I 
have currently looking. Stamp Duty changes 
have had a less than positive effect on a large 
proportion of the market above one million, 
whilst the serious buyers we do have are spoilt 
for choice. 

What has been your personal highlight? 

Our office recently raised over £8,000 for a 
variety of charities as part of Knight Frank's 
bi-annual Day of Giving. This was achieved via 
a clever marketing campaign and by walking 
the length of our patch from Putney Bridge to 
Tower Bridge. All the money raised by each of 
Knight Frank's offices was matched by the 
company, meaning the final total was over 
£300,000. All the funds were donated to Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, Landaid, Mary's Meals, the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust and Crohn's & 
Colitis UK. 


exemplary whilst the 

lateral space is unrivalled in the area. 

How has the market been performing? 

This heightened price sensitivity among buyers 
has resulted in a flight to quality, meaning 
demand is particularly strong for properties in 
the best condition and on a prime floor, street 
or square. While the anticipated gear change 
materialised as summer moved into autumn, 
there is no sense the market is entering full¬ 
blown recovery mode after what has been a 
subdued 2015. 

What is your favourite local lunch spot? 

I recently ate at Park Road Kitchen, the 


rotisserie and deli that is a short walk from our 
office. I think there's nothing better than rustic, 
simple food so the spit-roasted Norfolk chicken 
and golden roast potatoes went down a storm. 

What are you most looking forward to 
next month? 

Seeing how the market 
reacts after the Christmas 
break. The period is one of 
the busiest times in terms 
of traffic on property 
portals, as people tend to 
plan their next moves 
whilst together. With some 
of the more price-sensitive 
instructions we've taken on recently, I think we 
could be in for a very active first quarter. 

What has been the most surprising thing 
to happen to you recently? 

I recently did a viewing with a very well-known 
female TV and film actress. After the viewing I 
walked her to her car to discover, instead of a 
gleaming sports car, she was driving a battered 
old VW Polo. Without being prompted, she 
cheerfully explained it was her first car and she 
couldn't bear to get rid of it. 

Knight Frank Riverside; 020 3597 7687; 
knightf ran k.com/riverside 
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Trevor Place, Knightsbridge SW7 

An exquisite period townhouse in the heart of Knightsbridge 

A bright and spacious contemporary townhouse, superbly remodelled with state of the art technology, providing 
perfect family accommodation with exceptionally good floor to ceiling heights. Master bedroom with dressing 
room and bathroom, 3 further bedrooms, 2 further bathrooms, drawing room, sitting room with access onto a 
terrace, family room, kitchen, dining room, patio. EPC: D. Approximately 235 sq m (2,530 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/knightsbridge 

knightsbridge@knightfrank.com 

020 3641 5928 

hobartslater.com 

sales@hobartslater.com 

020 7581 8277 


Freehold 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £7,250,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/POD120019 


(5)nTheMarket com 











































































































































Thurloe Square, Knightsbridge SW7 

A magnificent Grade II listed double fronted corner house 

This substantial house, located in this highly sought after garden square, has exceptional proportions, wonderful 
reception space and a fantastic Thomas Cubitt designed cantilever staircase. The accommodation includes an 
impressive entrance hall, drawing room, dining room, study, media room, master bedroom suite, 5 further 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms and 2 terraces. Approximately 533 sq m (5740 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/knightsbridge 

knightsbridge@knightfrank.com 

020 3641 5928 


Freehold 


¥ @KnightFrank 


Guide price: £13,250,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/SLA150273 


<S)nThe/V\arket com 








































Chelsea Park Gardens, Chelsea SW3 

Double fronted family house with direct access to communal gardens 

A beautifully presented double fronted house that has been extended and fully refurbished by the current owners. 
The house has the considerable benefit of direct access to the wonderful communal gardens. Master bedroom 
with dressing room and bathroom en suite, 3-4 further en suite bedrooms, reception room, sitting 
room, kitchen/dining room, gym/playroom, wine cellar, utility room, plant room, balcony, direct access to 
communal gardens. EPC: E. Approximately 412 sq m (4,433 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/chelsea 

chelsea@knightfrank.com 

020 3641 5901 


Freehold 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £10,250,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/CHL140226 


(5)nTheMarket com 
























LAWRENCE STREET 

CHELSEA SW3 


Cross Keys 


A selection of 2 bedroom apartments 
within a brand new development set 
within the heart of Chelsea. All of the 
flats have excellent views and are 
presented in immaculate condition 
throughout. 

PRICES STARTING AT 
— £1,650,000 




Knight 

Frank 


Chelsea 

020 7349 4300 

KnightFrank.co.uk 





(5)nTheMarket com 














Eaton Mews North, Belgravia SW1 

Three bedroom mews house in Belgravia 

A comprehensively refurbished three double bedroom mews house situated in this sought after address in the 
heart of Belgravia. Master bedroom with dressing room and en suite bathroom, 2 further bedroom suites, 
reception room, kitchen/dining room, cinema room, WC, utility/plant room, garage. 

EPC: C. Approximately 248 sq m (2,670 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/belgravia 

belgravia@knightfrank.com 

020 3641 5907 

BrooksMarshall.co.uk 

ollie@brooksmarshall.co.uk 

020 7183 9502 


Freehold 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £7,500,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/BGV150149 


(5)nTheMarket com 










































Ransomes Dock, Parkgate Road, Battersea SW11 

Three bedroom apartment for sale in Battersea 

An uber stylish bespoke interior renovation of an architecturally impressive former industrial warehouse. 
Master bedroom with en suite and dressing room, 2 further bedrooms, bathroom, guest WC, reception room, 
dining area, kitchen, roof terrace, parking space. Approximately 172 sq m (1,862 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/battersea 

battersea@knightfrank.com 

020 3597 7670 


Leasehold: approximately 124 years remaining 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £3,500,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/RVR150218 


(#)nThe/V\arket com 












































HARRODS ESTATES 

LUXURY PROPERTY AGENTS 


Established, 1897 




ADDISLAND COURT, 

Kensington WI4 

A truly unique three bedroom lateral apartment (approximately 
1,425sq ft /I32.38sq m) presented in an immaculate 
order throughout, located in the heart of Holland Park. The 
property has a perfect mixture of both contemporary and 
traditional decor and retains many original features, including a 
working gas fireplace.The accommodation is well proportioned 
and comprises a large reception room with three west-facing 
double windows with a pleasant outlook, two double bedrooms 
with ensuite bathrooms, a further bedroom, eat-in kitchen and 
two balconies. Addisland Court is a portered residential block 
situated close to Holland Park itself and is near to the shops, 
cafes, restaurants and excellent transport links that Holland Park 
Avenue and the surrounding area have to offer EPC rating E. 

Share of Freehold 
Guide price: £2,500,000 

020 3650 4600 

nicholas.shaw@harrodsestates.com 


41*Metl5 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE OFFICE: 82 BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW3 I ER T: 020 7225 6506 
MAYFAIR OFFICE: 61 PARK LANE LONDON Wl K IQF T: 020 7409 9001 
CHELSEA OFFICE: 58 FULHAM ROAD LONDON SW3 6HH T: 020 7225 6700 
KENSINGTON OFFICE: 48-50 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET LONDON W8 4DG T: 020 3650 4600 

HARRODSESTATES.COM 

@HarrodsEstates 


























HARRODS ESTATES 

LUXURY PROPERTY AGENTS 


Established, 1897 




WOLFE HOUSE, 

Kensington WI4 

A one double bedroom apartment located on the 6th floor (with 
lift) of this in-demand High Street Kensington development. The 
apartment comprises bedroom, open plan kitchen and reception 
room and there is a modern bathroom suite with Aquavision 
TV and sound system. The flat benefits from underfloor heating, 
comfort cooling and 24-hour concierge service supplied by Harrods 
Estates. Residents of 375 Kensington High Street also have access to 
a swimming pool, fully equipped gym, sauna, spa and private cinema. 
EPC rating B. 

Price: £695 per week plus property fees* 

(£ 180 admin & £ I 62 checkout). 

References: £42 per person 
*www.harrodsestates.com/tenants 

020 3650 4604 

sam.wright@harrodsestates.com 




KNIGHTSBRIDGE OFFICE: 82 BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW3 I ER T: 020 7225 6506 
MAYFAIR OFFICE: 61 PARK LANE LONDON Wl K IQF T: 020 7409 9001 
CHELSEA OFFICE: 58 FULHAM ROAD LONDON SW3 6HH T: 020 7225 6700 
KENSINGTON OFFICE: 48-50 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET LONDON W8 4DG T: 020 3650 4600 

HARRODSESTATES.COM 


@HarrodsEstates 
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ROBERT COX 

SALES NEGOTIATOR, HARRODS ESTATES 


Contrary to popular belief, the property market is active over Christmas 



A s I write this, the Christmas 
adverts have already begun to 
coerce us into buying our 
loved ones presents - some 
are less subtle than others with their 
message, while others are slightly 
surreal (I am still not entirely sure why 
that man was on the moon in the first 
place, nor how he received his gift). 

The streets are awash with twinkling 
festive lights and, in the quiet of the 
night, one can hear the bizarre sounds of 
the lone office worker, staggering home 
from the company Christmas party. With 
all these distractions, it is no wonder the 
housing market begins to meander and 
flounder into the new year. Except of 
course that it doesn’t. 

At Harrods Estates over the last four 
years, transaction levels in November 
and December have accounted for 
nearly 16% of the year’s total sales. In 
fact, Harrods Estates achieved a record 
month during one of these supposed 
seasonal downturns. 

Of course, in this current market 
there are external challenges for vendors 
to sell their properties, stamp duty 



Transaction levels in 
November and December 
have accounted for nearly 
16% of the year’s total sales 



Berners Street Lofts 
£4,000,000 

This three-bedroom triplex 
penthouse apartment, 
measuring 1,917 sq ft, 
benefits from a large 
open-plan reception 
room/dining room/ 
kitchen, separate utility 
room and storage. The 
apartment has been 
interior designed by 
Lambart & Browne. 


currently being the number one factor. 
But success is absolutely achievable. As 
with many facets of life, it is about 
going back to the basics. Presenting a 
property correctly: furnished and 
de-cluttered. The first impression is 
more vital than ever; no one wants to 
see your stash of old records filling up a 
room or excess furniture absorbing all 
the space. 

Allow the best of your property to 
show through and you won’t need that 
Christmas miracle. 

020 7409 9047; harrodsestates.com 


108 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 

































































































































BEST ADVICE'BEST PBICE 


bestgapp.co.uk 



BEST 

GAPP 


Eaton Square, SWI 



A lateral second floor apartment with lift, 
situated in the southern terrace of this world 
renowned square with a northerly aspect 
over the gardens. 

* Reception Room 

* Kitchen 

* 2 Bedrooms 

* Shower Room 

* Guest WC 

* Lift 

* Caretaker 


Leasehold Approximately 17 Years £1,600,000 (#)nThe/V\arketcom 


Chesham Street, SWI 
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A light and airy third floor flat in a period 
stucco fronted building in this prestigious 
Belgravia location and close to the exceptional 
shops restaurants and transport facilities of 
Sloane Street and Knightsbridge. 

* Reception Room 

* Kitchen 

* Bedroom 

* Bathroom 


Share of Freehold 


£1,175,000 <5)nTheMarket com 


81 Elizabeth Street • London • SW1W 9PG tel: 020 7730 9253 

ESTATE AGENTS, SURVEYORS AND PROPERTY CONSULTANTS reception@bestgapp.co.uk 






































LOCKETT 

ESTATES 

020 73814998 • 190 Fulham Palace Road London W6 9PA 
sales@lockettestates.co.uk • lettings@lockettestates.co.uk • www.lockettestates.co.uk 



Murcia, Spain 

Key ready reformed country style villa with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan lounge-kitchen area, large gardens with off road parking and mature 
trees. Located just 10 minutes from San Javier airport, 5 minutes drive to the beaches and 2 minutes to Dos Mares shopping complex. Finished to a 
high modern-contemporary finish with island feature in the kitchen, modern handleless cupboards, double glazed doors and windows and central 
heating system. 

€259,000 sales@lockettestatesinternational.co.uk 




LONDON 

RENTAL 

STANDARD 

MAYOR OF LONDON 


A member of 

(S)nTheMarket com 



































LOCKETT 

ESTATES 

020 73814998 • 190 Fulham Palace Road London W6 9PA 
sales@lockettestates.co.uk • lettings@lockettestates.co.uk • www.lockettestates.co.uk 
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Tasso Road, W6 

An excellent opportunity to buy a three bedroom, two bathroom Edwardian property with potential to extend to the side, rear and into the loft (subject 
to planning permission). The property has been improved to include newly fitted bathrooms and double glazing, but would benefit from a new 
kitchen and general cosmetic updating. EPC rating: D 


£1,175,000 


020 73814998 






LONDON 

RENTAL 

STANDARD 


A member of 

(S)nThe/V\arket .com 




































































HOMES TO VIEW 


KING'S ROAD 
SW3 - FREEHOLD 


A well proportioned three bedroom apartment 
on the first floor of a period building in the heart 
of Chelsea. 


I 



This well proportioned three bedroom 
apartment is offered on a 100+ year lease 
in the heart of Chelsea on the vibrant and 
world-renowned King's Road. 

Situated on the King's Road with all of the 
local shops, bars and restaurants quite 
literally on the doorstop. The apartment 
benefits from fantastic views from the 
reception room over the King's Road and 
across to Wellington Square. The nearest 
underground station is Sloane Square which 
is a short walk away. 

020 7768 1402 
chelsea@cluttons.com 










(®)nThe/V\arket com 


CHELSEA 

Sales: 020 7768 1402 
Lettings: 020 7768 2608 
chelsea@duttons.com 


BOURNE STREET 
SW1W - FREEHOLD 


This charming freehold Belgravia townhouse 
has been completely rebuilt to an immaculate 
standard behind the original period fagade. 





BOURNE STREET 
SW1W-FREEHOLD 

£3,999,950 - 3 bedrooms 

EPC rating: D | Ref: BEL150003 


Set over four floors, there is an abundance 
of natural light and entertaining space. 

Built with the greatest care and attention 
to detail the house features a bespoke 
hand painted kitchen, Sonos sound system 
as well as being fully air conditioned. The 
property has a fabulous roof terrace as well 
as a private garden at the rear. 

Bourne Street is a beautiful quiet residential 
street superbly located beside Sloane 
Square. The property is therefore moments 
from Sloane Street, Knightsbridge and the 
King's Road. 

020 7768 1454 
belgravia@cluttons.com 


CLUTTONS 
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CHARLES MCDOWELL 

LONDON 

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 

T +44 (0)20 3551 2545 M +44 (0)7770 915 232 
charles@mcdowellproperties.co.uk 
mcdowellproperties.co.uk 



Tregunter Road, SW10 

A beautiful five bedroom family house comprising of 7,347 sq ft (682 m sq) approximately, situated on this highly desirable tree-lined street next 
to The Boltons. Entirely rebuilt behind the original facade by top architects Studio Indigo and finished to the very highest standard, in all, the 
project took five years from planning to completion. Further benefiting from an indoor swimming pool, a lift, off street parking and a south facing, 
landscaped garden. Tregunter Road offers a rare opportunity for the discerning central London buyer - a turnkey house without compromise. 


Freehold 


Price on application 
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CHARLES MCDOWELL 

LONDON 

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 

T +44 (0)20 3551 2545 M +44 (0)7770 915 232 
charles@mcdowellproperties.co.uk 
mcdowellproperties.co.uk 



Truly outstanding 1st floor apartment 

A truly exceptional 1st Floor Duplex apartment with spectacular, open plan entertaining space culminating in an “atrium" reception room with 
10m high ceilings. With over 7600 sq ft (712 sq m) internally, two parking spaces, a private west facing terrace and up to seven en suite bedrooms 
in one of the most prestigious and discreet apartment building in Chelsea. Comprising only 15 apartments, the building offers 24 hour security 
and porterage, resident building manager, 52 security cameras, underground parking with number plate recognition and full-time gardener for the 
extensive communal garden. 


Long lease & Share of Freehold 


Price on application 
































































MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE (ffl 



Lexham Gardens, W8 £ 1,550,000 Share of Freehold 

A truly sophisticated first floor balcony flat which has been beautifully refurbished to a meticulous standard throughout The apartment is approximately 
915 sq ft and offers a spacious and elegant reception room with gas fireplace and a designated dining area leading to a portico balcony.The property is 
close to the myriad of shopping, dining and transport connections on Kensington High Street and Earls Court. Both Holland Park and Kensington 
Gardens are a short walk from the property. EPC=D. Reception room, bedroom, shower room, study area, kitchen and portico balcony. Sole Agents 

020 7937 9976 chloe@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


Kensington 020 7937 9976 North Kensington 020 8960 0181 Notting Hill 020 7221 2277 


























































MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE 




Hillsleigh Road,W8 £2,750,000 Freehold 

A charming non-basement house which has been recently refurbished to a high standard throughout The property spans some 1,599 sq ft and offers 
well balanced accommodation across three floors.The house falls within the catchment area for access to Campden Hill Square (subject to application) 
as well as the beautiful spaces of Holland Park. EPC=D. Reception room/open plan kitchen, three bedrooms, fourth bedroom/second reception room, 
three bathrooms, guest cloakroom and patio. Joint Sole Agent 

020 7937 9976 georgina@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


Kensington 020 7937 9976 


North Kensington 020 8960 0181 


Notting Hill 020 7221 2277 





































































































































MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE (ffl 



AlmaTerrace,W8 £5,450 per week FeesAppiy 

A truly magnificent family house in the very heart of Kensington which has been redesigned to optimise space and light throughout.The house offers 
superb entertaining space including a cinema room as well as generous family living accommodation.The property benefits from a beautiful west-facing 
garden and a wonderful roof terrace. EPC=D. Drawing room, dining room, cinema room, family room, seven bedrooms, four bathrooms, office, dressing 
room, kitchen, utility room, garden and roof terrace. Furnished or unfurnished. 

020 7221 2277 neha@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


Kensington 020 7937 9976 North Kensington 020 8960 0181 Notting Hill 020 7221 2277 





































Onslow Square, SW7 

A beautifully presented fifth floor apartment offering four bedrooms, 
two receptions, a separate kitchen and three family bathrooms 
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Queens Gate, SW7 

Set within this beautiful stucco fronted building is 
a spacious two bedroom lateral apartment 


Two bedrooms 
Two bathrooms 
Separate kitchen 
Lift access 

Recently refurbished 
South Kensington station 


South Kensington & Chelsea sales 
02073738883 


Fulham Road, SW10 

Ideally located within the sought after Ellesmere 
Court is this spacious one bedroom apartment 


One double bedroom 
Shower room 
Open plan kitchen 
Car parking space 
Lift access 
Energy rating c 


South Kensington & Chelsea sales 
02073738883 


RICS 


Regulated 
Estate Agent 
and Letting Agent 


chard.co.uk 


har 


mmm 




































































Gloucester Road, SW7 Tregunter Road, SW10 

A charming three bedroom lateral apartment This two bedroom lateral apartment offers 
located on a sought after residential road spacious accommodation throughout 
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£1,785,000 

- Three bedrooms - Portered block 

- Large reception room - Desirable location 

- Separate kitchen - Energy rating d 

South Kensington & Chelsea sales 020 7373 8883 


£995,000 

- Two bedrooms - Desirable location 

- Generous reception room - Earls Court station 

- Spacious accommodation - Energy rating d 

South Kensington & Chelsea sales 020 7373 8883 


Chaldon Road, SW6 Harwood Terrace, SW6 

This beautifully presented family home A modern four bedroom, three bathroom 

comprises five bedrooms and two bathrooms house benefiting from two parking spaces 



£1,400,000 

- Five double bedrooms 
-Three bathrooms 

- Private garden 

Fulham sales 0207731 5115 


- Good decorative order 

- Freehold 

- Energy rating e 


£1,950,000 

- Four bedrooms 
-Three bathrooms 
-Two parking spaces 

Fulham sales 0207731 5115 


- Recently modernised 

- Outside space and balconies 

- Energy rating d 































































Brompton Square, SW3 

This beautifully presented five double bedroom 

family home is arranged over four floors 


Five bedrooms 
Four bathrooms 
Two reception rooms 
Separate kitchen 
Private terrace 
Communal garden 


South Kensington & Chelsea lettings 
02072447711 


Bolton Gardens, SW7 
A recently refurbished two bedroom, two 
bathroom apartment set on the first floor 


Two double bedrooms 
Two bathrooms 
Newly refurbished kitchen 
Private roof terrace 
High ceilings 
Communal gardens 


South Kensington & Chelsea lettings 
02072447711 


Regulated 

RICS Estate Agent 

and Letting Agent 
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Anselm Road, SW6 

This four bedroom family house has been 
recently redecorated to a high standard 


Putney Wharf, SW15 

A three bedroom apartment with river views, 
ideally located in Putney Wharf Tower 



£1,050 p/w 

- Four bedrooms 

- Private paved patio 

- Media room 


-Wooden flooring 

- Fulham Broadway station 

- Energy rating e 


£1,400 p/w 

-Three double bedrooms 

- Large dining area 

- Spacious living room 


- Private balconies 

- Putney Bridge station 

- Energy rating d 


Fulham lettings 020 73841400 


Fulham lettings 02073841400 


Queens Club Gardens, W14 

Situated within the Queens Club Gardens is 

this three bedroom penthouse apartment 



£695 p/w 

- Three double bedrooms - Communal gardens and tennis courts 

- Two bathrooms - Barons Court station 

- Separate kitchen - Energy rating f 

Fulham lettings 020 73841400 


Rainville Road, W6 

A modern two bedroom apartment with off 
street parking and a porter 



£595 p/w 

- Two double bedrooms - Off street parking 

- Portered development - Hammersmith Underground 

- Wooden f looring - Energy rating c 

Fulham lettings 02073841400 


Tenant fees apply: £180 inc. VAT per tenancy contribution to administration, £60 inc. VAT reference fee per tenant, £144 inc. VAT towards end of tenancy check out report. 
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MY DREAM HOME 

This two-bedroom apartment in South Kensington’s 
historic Onslow Gardens works for an array of buyers 


Entertaining guests 
is easy in this grand 
reception room 



ONSLOW GARDENS SW7 
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Caroline de Havillande, 
Sales Manager, Druce 

The wow factor 

Onslow Gardens is one of 
the finest locations in 
central London. It is world- 
renowned with its 
magnificent white stucco 
buildings surrounded by the most beautiful 
private communal gardens. It is classical and in 
the heart of south Kensington, with all its 
wonderful amenities. 



Who it would suit 

The property would work wonderfully for a 
couple, family or a for a single person as there 
is a stunning large reception and the property 
benefits from two good-sized double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and a further 
guest cloakroom. 

My favourite room 

My favourite room is the reception because it 
has huge high ceilings and so much light, 
making it a great space for entertaining and 
relaxing in. 


Why you should buy it 

It is my dream home on many levels but the 
communal gardens attached to this property 
are just wonderful and it is a real oasis of calm 
in the heart of metropolitan London, it is also 
within walking distance to so many world-class 
cultural centres too, from Christie's to the 
Natural History Museum and the Royal Albert 
Hall, plus many others. 

£2,750,000 Share of Freehold 

020 7581 3771; sw7sales@druce.com; 

druce.com 


126 December 2015 | theresident.co.uk 




























BEANEY 

PEARCE 



Halsey Street, SW3 £6,500,000 

This well proportioned, five bedroom house is located on a sought after residential road in the heart of Sloane Square. Offering 
approximately 2,700 sq. ft of accommodation, the property benefits from high ceilings, original period features, an extension 
leading onto the private rear garden and a WC within the vaults, energy rating c. 

Chelsea Sales 020 7590 9510 


Beaneypearce.co.uk Incorporating FRIEND&FALCKE fife RICS I Estate Agent 

71 1 V and Letting Agent 

































































































BEANEY 

PEARCE 



Cornwall Gardens, SW7 £995,000 

A recently refurbished raised ground floor apartment 
situated within this souqht after buildinq. Offerinq hiqh 
ceilings and original window shutters, energy ratingl. 

South Kensington Sales 020 7838 1888 



Thurloe Square, SW7 £750 p/w 

A spacious one bedroom property located on a popular 
square in South Kensington. Ideally located for access to 
South Kensington and Knightsbridge, energy rating d. 

South Kensington Lettings 020 7838 1888 



Queens Gate, SW7 £2,375,000 

Located on the corner of Queens Gate Place is a spacious 
two bedroom apartment which further benefits from direct lift 
access, energy rating d. 

South Kensington Sales 020 7838 1888 



Earls Court Square, SW5 £520 p/w 

Set on the raised ground floor of this attractive stucco fronted 
building is a well proportioned, two bedroom apartment. 
Ideal for access to local amenities, energy rating d. 

South Kensington Lettings 020 7838 1 888 


Beaneypearce.co.uk 


Incorporating FRIEND&FALCKE 



















































































































BEANEY 

PEARCE 



Clabon Mews, SW1X £5,999,950 

This three bedroom family home is located on a sought after 
mews in Kniqhtsbridqe. The freehold property further 
benefits from spacious accommodation, energy rating c. 

Chelsea Sales 020 7590 9510 


Thackeray House, SW3 £3,500,000 

Set within this charming period mansion block in the heart of 
Chelsea is a spacious two bedroom penthouse. Offering in 
excess of 1,500 sq. ft, energy rating d. 

Chelsea Sales 020 7590 9510 



Cadogan Gardens, SW3 £5,000 p/w 

A refurbished, four bedroom maisonette arranged over the 
third and fourth floor of this red brick period conversion. 
Offering a private roof terrace, energy rating d. 

Chelsea Lettings 020 7590 9500 


Smith Terrace, SW3 £1,750 p/w 

An attractive and beautifully presented, four bedroom family 
house situated on a sought after road. Ideally located for 
access to the Kings Road and transport links, energy rating f. 

Chelsea Lettings 020 7590 9500 


Tenant fees apply: £180 inc. VAT per tenancy contribution to administration, £60 inc. VAT reference fee per tenant, £144 inc. VAT towards end of tenancy check out report. 


Regulated 

RICS Estate Agent 
V\T and Letting A( 
























































PLAZA 

estates 



ENNISMORE GARDENS, SW7 

Newly modernized first floor flat situated in this impressive period building with porter and lift, extending to 677 sq ft with a 
private west facing roof terrace. 

Reception Room, Bedroom, Shower Room, Fully Fitted Luxury Kitchen, Underfloor Heating, Terrace, Porter, Lift, EPC Rating D 

LEASEHOLD 101 YEARS UNEXPIRED £1,895,000 




nTheMarketc 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE: 51 BEAUCHAMP PLACE LONDON SW3 1NY 020 7581 7646 


ARLA 























www.plazaestates.co.uk 




CADOGAN LANE, SW1 

Excellent recently refurbished house (on 3 floors only) with off street parking and garage and a conservatory leading onto the 
pretty garden to the rear. 1923 sq ft. 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms/Showers, Cloakroom, Drawing Room, Large Open Plan Kitchen/Family Room with Conservatory/Dining 
Room, Garden, Garage, Off Street Parking, Access to Communal Gardens, EPC Rating D 

UNFURNISHED £2500 PER WEEK FEES APPLY* 

* £264 inc of VAT to include tenancy agreement & referencing per property. Please contact us for further information. 


♦ 


nTheMarketc 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE: 51 BEAUCHAMP PLACE LONDON SW3 1NY 020 7596 6999 


ARLA 
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A Brilliant Idea, 
Or Was It? 

Opening up your home to short rentals should 
be easy but the reality isn’t always so simple 



A brilliant idea!' was Sarah's first 

reaction when she heard of a well 
known accommodation listing 
website. Her large Chelsea house 
(actually more Fulham than Chelsea) 
increasingly neglected owning to the growing 
attraction of 'a quiet life' in the house in 
Hampshire and the competing claims of their 
cottage in France. 'It should be earning its 
keep/ she asserted to her husband, David. 
'Fine by me darling/ was his response, 'but 
are you sure it won't be too much work?' 

Sarah started immediately. The pictures 
took ages - somehow, from whatever angles 
she used, they didn't really do justice to her 
Farrow & Ball colours and her elegant 
furnishings. Sarah was never great with words; 
she struggled with the description but after 
more than half a dozen drafts and a new ink 
cartridge for her printer, she finally had 
something to show David. 'I'm sure that will 
do,' he sighed. More late nights were spent 
navigating the complexity of the website 
and uploading all the details; but finally it 
was 'live'. 

A few weeks later she had her first enquiry. 
They seemed like a nice suitable family - the 
Williams from Ohio - and she accepted their 
booking. The questions started almost 


immediately. 'How good is the wi-fi? Where 
we can get gluten-free bread? How do we 
get there from Heathrow? How do we get an 
Oyster Card?'. 'This is driving me crazy!' said 
Sarah, 'I never thought I'd have to act as a 
tourist office rep on top of everything else.' 

Sarah had carefully planned the day of 
their arrival. They'd land at Heathrow at 9am, 
so they'd get to the house at about 10.30am 
when she'd be there to meet them and let 
them in. That would take about an hour, so 
she booked to see a special exhibition at The 
Royal Academy followed by lunch at 1,30pm 
with a friend she hadn't seen in months. 

By 11,00am there was still no sign of the 
Williams. 11.30 passed, 12.00, 12.30. Finally at 
12.45 the door bell rang and the Williams 
family were on the door step. It had been a 
tale of woe. One bag had gone missing, they 
changed tubes at Earl's Court and got on the 
wrong District Line train and then got lost 
trying to get to the house, finally giving up 
and taking a taxi all of 200 yards. 

Check-in took much longer than expected. 
They insisted on knowing what every knob on 
the washing machine and the dish washer 
was for, precisely how the TV worked and 
having three dummy runs with the house 
alarm system. 


Recounting all this to her friend Jean over 
tea rather than the planned lunch, the Royal 
Academy booking having been consigned to 
history, Sarah vowed: 'Never again, and it's 
not even over yet as I have to clean up after 
they've gone!' 

Jean smiled knowingly, 'Sounds like a 
nightmare. I've been letting out our London 
pad for years without any hassle.' 'How?' 
demanded Sarah. 'We use Coach House 
Rentals, they're a small, reliable company. 
They've been around for 15 years or so and 
really take care of everything - it's totally 
hassle free! If only you'd asked me...' 

Coach House Rentals manage some 80 
properties in London, New York and Rome. 
They provide a full 24/7, 365 service for owners 
including: advice and guidance; 
photographing and writing-up your property; 
meeting and greeting guests; cleaning and 
laundry; and maintenance if and when 
needed. Owners have full control whether or 
not to accept a let. TripAdvisor rate them as 
Excellent. They are currently looking to take 
on more properties in London. 

Coach House Rentals: chsrentals.com 
020 8355 3192 
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promotion 


Winter 

ESSENTIALS 


The best local businesses to get you through the festive season 



PRIVATE PA LTD 


REFINE RETREATS 


With events to plan, cards to send and presents to buy, it's often 
hard to find time for all the things you need to do. Private Pa Ltd 
provides you with a dedicated assistant from a small team of Pas 
who, after a free one-hour consultation, will work with you to create 
a plan tailored to your needs. From event planning to household 
management, business support to international relocation, there's 
nothing Private Pa Ltd can't do for you. Book them on a regular 
basis or for a one-off job. Gift vouchers available. 

Contact Amanda Powell: 07714 100 370, info@privatepa.co.uk; 
privatepa.co.uk 


Refine Retreats is launching an exclusive 'Snow Yoga Retreat' in 
Morzine this winter to cater to both novice and experienced yogis, 
skiers and snowboarders alike. The brand's latest concept will combine 
fresh mountain air, a delicious 'clean-eating' menu and exhilarating 
activities for a unique and fulfilling holiday in the French Alps. Refine 
Retreats combines the popularity of action sports and wellness to leave 
you feeling reinvigorated and rejuvenated. The first eight bookings will 
receive free local area (Morzine and Les Gets) lift passes. 

Contact Kirsty Tippett: 020 3488 1225; 
info@refine-retreats.com 



BEEDHAM ANTIQUES 

Beedham antiques Ltd specialises in early 16th and 17th century 
english and continental oak furniture, plus early sculptural works of 
art in stone and wood. The 40-year-old, family-run business is a 
member of both Bada and LaPada. Pictured above is a late 
Elizabethan oak buffet, English, circa 1590-1600, a renaissance 
oak silhouette boarded stool, dutch, circa 1560- 1570, a late 
Elizabethan lead bronze mortar, circa 1600 and a Iatel6th century 
pair of brass pricket sticks, German, circa 1590-1600. 

07798 936308; pbeedham@gmail.com 


DENNIS DRACUP 

Specialist Decorator. Dennis is based in west London and has over 28 
years' experience in a wide variety of paint finishes, his expertise 
ranges from flat paintwork, varnishing and glazing to specialist 
techniques including gilding, trompe I'oeil, marbling, dragging and 
graining. He specialises in interiors and furniture renovation including 
the techniques of distressing and ageing, water-based materials are 
used as much as possible, the benefits being that they are hard- 
wearing, provide faster drying times and produce fewer harmful fumes. 
07813 461331; ddecoration.com 
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Beedham Antiques Ltd specialises in 
early 16 th and 17 th century English and 
continental oak furniture, plus early 
sculptural works of art in stone and 
wood. The 40 year old family-run 
business is a member of both BADA 
& LAPADA. 


BUILDING AND REFURBISHMENT 


ANTIQUES 


High-end construction and 
renovation works 

In homes, offices and schools, Hawkespur is 
committed to providing the best solutions to 
your building projects and to supporting you 
every step of the way. 


The Chelsea Gardening Co 


BEEDHAM ANTIQUES 


07798 936 308 

pbeedham@gmail.com 
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25 years experience 
References available 


Josefcarpenters ltd 

Specialist window maker 

• Sash Window • French Door 

• Double glazing cut to size 

• Drought and Sound Proofing 

• Finest timber Supplied & Superbly crafted 

• 10-year workmanship guarantee 

• Certified Master Craftsman. 

Josef Carpenters believe in quality, 
honesty, and work ethics. 

T: 020 8566 0113 
www.josefcarpenters.com 

We will beat any written quotation 


GARDENING 


Telephone: 020 7794 8702 
Email: office@hawkespurltd.com 
www.hawkespurltd.com 
Hawkespur Ltd 
23 Pembridge Square 
London W2 4DR 


Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


Hawkespur 


Pictured above is: 

Early 17 th Century Oak & Inlaid Armchair, Yorkshire, circa 1630-1640. 

Late 19 th Century English Iridescent Art Glass Vase by Thomas Webb, 
circa 1880-1890. 


Garden Design & Build: Conservatories & Garden Rooms: 
Landscaping, Paving & Steps: Garden Maintenance & Clearance: 
Pruning Trees, Wisterias: Irrigation, Lighting & Stone Cleaning. 


07958 506752 | 020 77950335 


TO ADVERTISE 
ON THESE 
PAGES PLEASE 
CALL 

KATHRYN 

TOLLEY 

020 7605 2231 


J Mjlij am iPfe g 

HIGH QUALITY JOINERY 

FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 


For any further information or quotation 

Please contact: 07887 734195 
enquiries@rowanjoinery.co.uk 

www.rowanjoinery.co.uk 


D 


ROWAN JOINERY 


>** c % 


www.chelseagardening.com | info@chelseagardening.com 


KATHRYN TOLLEY ON 020 7605 2231 or email kathryn.tolley@archant.co.uk 
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VERANDAS & CARPORTS 


The London Garden Guys 


Call today for a free home consultation. 


Quote “Resident” for special offer in September 


0800 0742 721 SBIPRODUCTS.CO.UK 


GARDENING 


For Gardens, Patios, Terraces, Window Boxes 


\ 




T: 0203 773 3398 

william@thelondongardenguys.com 

www.thelondongardenguys.com 


All weather covers for year round protection 


Made to measure fixed or retractable canopies, walkway 
covers, carports with built in spotlights for your home. 


PLUMBING AND HEATING 


MUSIC 


S “A local professional 

1 My \ 

for all your Heating and PI ^H 
Plumbing needs” 


Central Heating Systems 
Boiler Repairs and Installations 
Gas Repairs and Installations 
Bathroom Refits and Installations 
General Plumbing Repairs 
Small Plumbing Installations 
Annual Boiler Service 
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates 

We cover all areas of south 
London with particular 
emphasis on Fulham, Chelsea, 
Battersea, Wandsworth, Putney, 
Clapham, Barnes, Kensington, 
Hammersmith and Earls Court. 



Tel: 020 7381 3898 | enquiries@myplumberman.co.uk 
www.myplumberman.co.uk 

Office: 19 West Hill, London SW18 IRB / SI 


Countrywide Pianos 



Largest choice of new and quality used upright 
and grand pianos in the South of England. 

Baby grands from £4,995 and 
self playing baby grands from £8,995 

Visit: www.countrywidepianos.co.uk 

or call: 01494 813388 


KATHRYN TOLLEY ON 020 7605 2231 or email kathryn.tolley@archant.co.uk 

















































DIRECTORY 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Jmw • Barnard 

Property Management 


Garages 
To Let 

Clarendon Rd Wll 
020 7938 3910 

amy@jmwbarnardmanagement.co.uk 


PROPERTY SERVICES 


At your 


BECK Sr CALL 



CLEANING 
AND IRONING 

• Regular or Special 

• Domestic & commercial 

SAME TRUSTED MAID 

• Fully insured & vetted 

GOOD 

HOUSEKEEPERS 

• & full household 
management 


CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
END OF TENANCY & SPRING CLEANING 


www.beckandcall.co.uk 

(£> 0208 8521861 

e-mail: beckandcalluk@gmail.com 


Give someone a really exciting Christmas present this year 
A flying lesson! 40 minutes from Central London 
Different types of aircraft available from £90 



Visit our website www.wlac.co.uk OR 
Give us a call to discuss the options 01628 823272 


[Original jj| 


Windows 

o 

£ • sliding sash solutions • 

o 

.E Draught Proofing 

| Double Glazing 

E Remedial Repairs 

c Security Locks 

| Sash Cord Express 

t quick response team 

II020 8367 7115 

ML 32 Raleigh Road, Enfield, Middlesex EN2 6UB 

Preserving, Conserving, Restoring ™ 


b If 

for good 



Up Top Down Below Damp Proofing 


General building and decorating 
contractors who specialise in 

• Damp Proofing • Basements/Cellars [71 
• Water Proofing • Tanking 


UTDB 


■p—- m 

_ cv CheGkatrade.com 

DAMP PROOFING || 


Contact us now for more information 
07771 532 303 

www.utdbdampproofing.co.uk 

uptopdownbelow@yahoo.co.uk 


Subscribe 

today 

30+ ^§§7 

magazines ^ 

a? 

FREE UK 
delivery 


subscriptionsave.co.uk 

Magazines 1 Newspapers 1 Products 


KATHRYN TOLLEY ON 020 7605 2231 or email kathryn.tolley@archant.co.uk 
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INTERIOR DESIGN 



BB 


BB DESIGN & DECORATION LTD 

Contemporary Interior Designer 
for Period Properties. 
Original, thoughtful, fresh. 

www.bbdesigninteriors.com 

benita@bbdesigninteriors.com 


Order the 
next issue 
today 



buyamag.co.uk 


SURVEYORS 



Iysium 


E 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

n inurunnr SPECIALISTS IN VALUING 

bURVcYUKb central London property 


"We found them very easy to deal with, responsive to our needs, 
efficient and very reasonably priced. I will use their service again., 


• Tax valuations - Capital Gains tax, Inheritance tax and Gifts, Annual Tax on 
Enveloped Property (ATED), and negotiations with the District Valuer 

• Red Book valuations • Lease extensions 

• Development viability 



KNIGHTSBRIDGE UPHOLSTER 

Tradition and modern upholstery 
Bespoke sofas and chairs 
Blinds and curtain services 
Competitive prices 

0800 043 0180 | 07956 580434 | 020 7498 7156 
k-upholstery.com contact@k-upholstery.com 


SOFT FURNISHINGS 



In paper, online, on mobile 

*Source homes24.co.uk database Feb 2015 


KATHRYN TOLLEY ON 020 7605 2231 or email kathryn.tolley@archant.co.uk 
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HOT TREND 

Silk Chinoiserie wallpaper, popular during the 18th 
century, is having a revival in luxury London homes 

Words TOM LAMB 


J ust as fashions 
come and go, 
interior design 
trends fluctuate on 
a cyclical basis, so 
aspects of design often 
fade from popularity and 
come back to the 
forefront at a later date. Silk Chinoiserie 
wallpaper was at its height of popularity 
from 1750 to 1765 and was seen in all 
the great houses and palaces. It was 
particularly loved by both royalty and 
aristocrats across Europe, and 
championed by the French kings, before 
receding to make way for the next trend. 

Original examples still exist in our 
stately homes, including Saltram in 
Devon and Felbrigg Hall in Norfolk, but 
we have recently been noticing a bit of a 
revival, with increasing examples of 
beautiful new installations of silk 
Chinoiserie wallpaper in high-end 
homes, both in Fondon and throughout 
the UK. Despite once being a highly 
coveted luxury design product for the 
West, Chinoiserie wallpaper is 
apparently now becoming popular with 


the emerging wealthy classes of China. 

Modern-day installations require great 
skill, often taking hundreds of hours to 
create with a painstaking and detailed 
process, whether in the form of 
traditional embroidered wallpaper or 
Chinoiserie-inspired hand-painted 
murals. Examples can be seen in well- 
known Fondon hotels 
such as The Goring 
and The Dorchester, 
but also increasingly 
in private homes too, 
and we now have a 
number of houses and 
flats on the market 
that have these beautiful features. 

One company, Fromental, specialises 
in bespoke Chinese wallpaper, 
employing painters and embroiderers in 
China, where they use traditional 
materials and techniques. The stunning 
dyed silk Chinoiserie wallpaper by 
Fromental in the dining room of a house 
in Tite Street, Chelsea, is a superb 
example and makes a far more striking 
impact than a block colour on the walls. 

We also have a lateral apartment on 


the market in Sloane Square, which 
recently underwent a 14-month 
restoration project, a highlight being the 
stunning emerald green hand-dyed silk 
Chinoiserie that covers the dining room 
walls. This had to be hand-painted with 
gold leaf ribbon once the silk was 
applied to the wall, taking the artist 18 
weeks to complete. 

Tike every piece of 
artwork, some buyers 
love it and others 
prefer a simpler style. 
The clients who use it 
are generally the more 
artistic ones and they 
aim to sell a particular lifestyle, often 
with very fine furniture and other 
accompanying artwork. 

Aside from everything else, buyers 
often appreciate that this feature, which 
involves such skill and attention to 
detail, will suggest the same level of 
quality in the rest of the property, whilst 
making a stunning and luxurious impact. 

Tom Lamb, Associate Director at Savills Sloane 
Street; 020 7730 0822; savills.co.uk 



Modern-day installations 
require great skill, often 
taking hundreds of 
hours to create 
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The changing landscape of buy to let 



The UK is widely known for its thriving 
buy-to-let industry popular with both 
domestic and international investors. 

In a move aimed at boosting the levels 
of homeownership by taking away 
'privileges' from buy-to-let landlords, 
the Chancellor announced in his July 
Budget that he would be slashing the 
tax relief private landlords receive on 
their mortgage interest payments. This 
will be a gradual process cutting relief 
from 40 per cent or 45 per cent to 20 
per cent by April 2020. In summary, 
the tax changes, which begin in 2017, 
will see landlords lose a quarter of their 
higher-rate relief each year until 2020, 
when it will be restricted to 20 per cent 
on all mortgage interest. 

MEASURES WILL DIVIDE LANDLORDS 

Whether buy to let remains a profitable 
option for landlords in light of the 
changes is dependent on individual 
circumstances and will divide buy to let 
investors. 


Those who are able to cash pay for 
properties or afford the luxury of a 
very small mortgage will be relatively 
unaffected by the changes. Those 
however, who rely heavily on mortgages 
for their properties and who have a large 
portfolio of smaller yield properties are 
likely to find buy-to-let an unsustainable 
and unprofitable income source. The 
latter are likely to incur significant losses 
on their properties and may actually end 
up paying the Government to own their 
property. 

YIELD OVERSIZE 

Investors should also consider the 
size of their portfolio with regards to 
profitability. This will not be down to the 
number of properties; but on the rental 
yield an individual landlord accumulates 
from their portfolio. Higher rate income 
portfolios with a smaller number of 
properties are likely to be the most 
profitable when taking into account 
maintenance and upkeep costs. Those 


who own a large number of properties 
accumulating a smaller yield will feel the 
impact of the revisions the most. 

ENSURE YOUR PORTFOLIO REMAINS 
PROFITABLE 

There are ways to mitigate the impact of 
the measures and establish a profitable 
portfolio. Firstly, investors should borrow 
at a level that provides them with an 
economic return, using a company or 
corporate ownership vehicles which has 
a lower level of tax. 

By seeking the advice of a specialist 
property tax advisor you can ensure 
buy-to-let is a profitable and successful 
investment. Changes to mortgage relief 
are just one of the aspects buy-to-let 
investors should consider amongst 
other recent changes to Capital Gains 
Tax and Inheritance Tax, which could 
also have a major impact on return on 
investment both now and for future 
generations. 

CORNERSTONE 

group ^ —y 


BESPOKE I WEALTH I TAX 


For more information on how this affects your assets, please contact us on: 
www.ctatax.uk.com ■ enquiries<actatax.uk.com ■ UK office: 01858 439 033 
Offices in London, Leicester, Dubai and Guernsey 

Cornerstone and its associated brands are a trading style of Temple Tax Solutions Limited and is an Introducer 
Appointed Representative of LLP Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Lip Services Ltd is regulated and authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority FCA No: 229382 
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unlock th 


to your perfect party 


PERFECT FOR: 


BIRTHDAYS 


PARTIES 


MEETINGS 


SHOWCASES 


AFTER PARTIES 


*Valid when booking advent at Under The Bridge. T&C’s apply. 
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DRINK RECEPTIONS 


BAR MITZVAHS 
CORPORATE PARTIES 
PRODUCT LAUNCHES 


UNLOCK YOUR SPECIAL PRIZE 
AND LET US ENHANCE YOUR EVENT. 
ENTER THE PADLOCK CODE AT 

underthebridge.co.uk/specialcode 
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